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r amongſt the various motives for the publica- 

tion of the following poem, that of holding 
up the amiable character of carly piety and virtue 
to the imitation of the opening mind, is attended 5 
with facceſs, i it will be a ſenſible gratification to 
the writer; whoſe grateful acknowledgments ſhe 
begs leave hereby to make to the ſubſcribers in 
general, for their generous encouragement; par- 
ticularly to thoſe ladies and gentlemen who have 
not only ornamented the liſt with their ſignatures, 
but become benefactors alſo. 

From the aſſurance that the favoured ſon of the 
diſtinguiſhed patriarch Iſrael, was immediately ' 
ſupported throughout the time of his probation, 
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by the original ſource of conſolation and comfort; 


thoſe dreams and viſions are preſumed on (Which 


. che ſacred writings d6 not mention) as a familiar 


illuſtration of thoſe latent circumſtances which 
are exlculted RT pleaſing and 23 2 effect 


on the young enquiring mind and thoſe parts 


alone are ſelected of the hiſtory « of, the family of 
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HEN ſultry noon gave place to milder airy 
And favour'd Iſrael's ſons; their Woe care 
Had pent in diff'rent folds they did e, | 
To pay their ev ning duty to their fire; 7 
In a fair bower, beneath the ſpreading hade, 
With twining jeſſamiu, and myrtles made: 
Where poplars Hari, fragrant flowrets bloom 
Art through the groves diffuſe à rich POSE. | 
The Patriarch, with venerable mien, | 
2 Benignant countenance, and ſoul ſerene; | 
"Unto his ſons aſſembled did impart, 
Fs breathinigs of a father's heart: 5 
B T' inſpire 
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71 


+. inſpire your ſouls with emuiation's flame, | 


Of deeds of virtue, and unſullied fame, 
And call your wand'ring paſſions from abroad, 
To their true centre, Iſrael's faithful God, 

I've ſtrove, e'er fince our omnipreſent friend 


Firſt form'd your tender thoughts to comprehend ; 


| Thoſe heaven- directed precepts hold in view, 


Then ſhall your ſteps, unvarying, hence purfue 


| Thoſe golden paths your great forefathers trod, 
Abraham, rever'd by man, approv'd of God; 
Cain'd N his faith, a promiſe great is givn; 
Eis . reſounds throughout the courts of heav'n. 
Aſſume not *aontingly the plume of worth, 
Nor idly reſt j in your abr. cious birth; 
Let f fervent zeal, and ſtrife with Peay” n be ſhown, 
To make each virtue of your fire's you! no I 
oP hen thro' your lives will the bright tranſcri ipt hike: 
And manifcft the ſplendour of your line, 
Embelliſh nicely, with peculiar grace, 
The gorgeous caſket, faithful Abraham's race, 

| Whence 


[ LF „ 
Whence ſprings the gem, by the divine beheſt, 
In which all nations of the earth are bleſt ! 
My days of pilgrimage are almoſt o'er, 
The grave's dark path my downward feet explore; 
Or ſhould heav'n long continue nature's ſtrite, 
"Tis but the leavings, the laſt dregs of life; 
T o ſweeten which, ſtill may my waning fight 
Perceiye your lamps blaze with ſuperior light. 
1 unreſiſted unity preſide, 
Fraternal kindneſs every action guide, 
Reciprocal affection, perfect love, 
Bleſt emanation of pure joys above, 
Preſerve with caution; let it never be 
Recorded, Iſrael's ſons did diſagree; 
Let the two younger-brothers always ſhare, 
Within each elder's breaſt, paternal care; 
Guard them from ev'ry ſnare and danger nigh, 
Whene'er they're abſent from their father's eye. 


(To train them up to virtue doth engage, 


Important taſk! the remnant of my age.) 
B 2 Cloſe 


_— Cloſe 3 in the walks of piety abide; 
; And Jacob's faithful God will be your guide, 


And to fururity your fame extend, 
$ Till men exiſt no more, and time doth end. 
| Thus. Jacob his pathetic ſtrains purſu'd, 
While tears his venerable cheeks bedew'd 
With eloquence he pleaded virtue's cauſe, 
And urg'd with energy his maker's laws; 
The ſons attend, with marks of duteous joy, 
But chiefly Joſeph, his diſtinguiſh'd boy, 
Who did fair virtue's ample path explore, 
| And lovely Rachel's beauteous image bore, 
Whom to obtain, in Jacob's youth appears, 
A painful ſervitude of fourteen years ; 
And when death ſnatch'd her from his widow'd arms, 
He rent earth's maſk, and ſullied all its charms. 
Of joys elaps d, the thoughts alone remain, 
Quiver of anguiſh, arm'd with ſhafts of pain; 
Only aſſuag' d by the engaging youth, 


Semblance of Rachel's innocence and truth, 
1 | 25 O' er 


„„ 
O'er whom fond Jacob oft with tranſport hung, 
Whilſt pious dictates iſſued from his tongue; 
Joſeph imbibꝰ q each precept of his fire, 

Made Abra'm's God to pleaſe, his chief deſire; 


In pure ejaculations when alone, 

With fervour he addreſs d the eternal throne: : 
Great God, accept my unexperienc'd prayer, 
Make Iſrael's helpleſs ſon thy mercy's care; 


B-hold me proftrate at thy footſtool lie, 


> 


Humbly imploring the divine reply; 

Jehovah hear, from dazzling realms above, 
Thou God of promiſe, and thou God of love! 
Be thine almighty arm my conſtant guide, | 
O'er all the motions of my foul preſide; 
Endue with radient truth, with grace inſpire, 
And keep my heart from each i impure defire, 
To pleaſe thee only every thought incline, 
Throughout my life, my father's God, be mine, 
| And everlaſting portion of my ſoul, 


| Whilſt endleſs ages make th' eternal roll. ü 
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When 


When thus to heav'n he'd wing'd his ſoul in pray 4 


Of Jacob, through the variegated ſtrife, 
And ſtrange. viciſſitudes arrang'd in life, 
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From dangers freed by him who rules with eaſe 
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Fancy unchain'd purſu'd her airy flight, 


66-1 1 


He ſweetly mus d on the Creator s care 


The ſtormy winds, and ſtills the raging ſeas, 
Till ſoft enſnaring flumber's 8 confin'd 


His reas'ning powr's, and meditating mind. 


And brought ideal images in ſight, | 

Midſt which a dream, commiſſion'd from above, 

Kind harbinger of everlaſting love, 

So ſingularly ſtruck his artleſs mind, 

He wiſh'd to have the myſtery divin'd, 

And aſk'd, with ſanction of the faithful'ſt friend, 

His brethren, what the viſion might portend ? 

Methought, he ſaid, we all in yonder fields, 

Cropp'd the rich grain our father's herbage yields, 

When, lo, the ſheat I laſt had reap'd, erect 

Stood up, hilft _ s bow'd down with low reſpet. 
In 


[EF 
In ſleep, how ſtrange imagination teems; 
And wand'ring fancy, how it roves in dreams. | 
Thus unſuſpecting, with exemption bleſt, "ul 
From every baneful paſſion of the breaſt, 
He fear'd no miſchief from their ſtern reply, 
Nor thought the brink of danger ſtood 0 nigh hi 
O Jacob had thy ſons alike inclin'd 


To copy Joſeph's unpolluted mind, 


Theſe thunderbolts of woe thou ne'er hadſt ks | 


Beneath whoſe cruſh thy feeble age did groan; 
Far different paſſions now their boſoms move, 
From pure affection and fraternal love; 

High raging pride and malice unreſttain'd, 

O'er Simeon's foul in dark conjunction reign'd ; 
The dream confirms what fondneſs had begun, 
The father's fondneſs of his darling ſon, 

That, pointed cruel envy's fatal dart, 

This aims her barb'rous flight at Jacob's heart, 
Thro' Joſeph's life, his comforts to controul, 


Aſſaſſinate his peace, and wound his ſou, 
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And madly neröe, impiouſly brave, CE 


Bring his grey hairs in ſorrow to the grave. 
Judah obſerv'd this dream did more contain, | 
Than mere imagination of the brain; 

Superior dignity, he ſaid, is meant 


To him, and ſuch will be the ſure event; ; 


The younger branch ſhall rule, and we obey, 


Our children bow beneath his children's ſway. 


Simeon replied, My thoughts lie diffrent far, 
As from the other's fix d each polar ſtar; 


The patriarch's partial fondneſs makes, tis plain, 


Th' ambitious ſtripling inſolent and vain; 
Being firſt in the paternal favour plac'd, 
His elder brethren's to his mind diſerac'd ; 
His ſoft demeanor's but affum'd, to hide 
Contempt of us, and arrogating pride ; 
The dream's pretended, with fallacious arts 
To gain ſtill deeper root in Jacob's heart, 


Thence every ſanguine hope of our's dethrone, 


And make the Patriarch bleſſing all his own ; 


Iu 


Then 


Then drop the maſk of inoffzative grace, 

And hold in chains his brethren's enen race; 
Or if he dream'd, tis plain 1 it was inelin'd 

From wiſh'd-for ſway preſiding o'er his Mind, 
Towards whoſe ſummit his bold thoughts advance, 
And graſp dominion in his nightly trance. 
Reuben i in gentler ſtrains reply'd, l own 
Partiality mongſt ſoris ſhould ne'er be own, 
By doating parents, leſt diſfenſion's ſeed 
Produce malignant hatred, bitter weed! FE 
Whoſe fell contagion blows the flame of trite; 
And extirpates all ſocial joys of life; 

But if partiality could e'er gain ground; 

Or one larati be in its favour found, 

All malt admit, while reaſon's pow'rful voice” 
Declares it; juſtified in Jacob's choice | 

Joſeph has charms affection can't withſtand, 
Ever ſubmiſſive, ready at command z 7 

With us, my brethren, he did ne er contend, 


Nor once his venerable fire offend : 
C Simeon, 


© nt 


Simeon, I cannot x thy harſh ſurmiſe, 1 

The honeſt youth's above all mean diſguiſe ; 

His temper's open, amiable his mind, 

His manners ſweet, his ſentiments cef'd, 

And various beauties bloſſom in his face, 

His father's dignity, his mother's grace, 
Conſpire the ſofter paſſions to engage, 

In Rachel“ 8 firſt-born, ſon of Ifr ael's age ; ; 

The younger taking once the elder” $ place, 

Alone ſecures the promiſe to our race: 

Ler s not too haſtily the yotith explode, . 

Nor blame the conduct of our father's God, 

Who governs and diretts i in earth and heav n, 

And none bears rule but from his hand 'tis giv'n. 

Thus they commun' d, whilſt Belphegor took place, 


An evil angel of th* infernal race; 


Too all mankind a moſt malicious foe, 


At Abra'm's ſeed he aim'd the two-fold blow, 
With ſhame indelible their fame to ſtain, 


And plunge their fouls: in everlaſting pain; 
Whence 


A 

Whence Simeon s heart (now hot with wrath) to ſear, 
| He hover'd o'er him in the ambient air; 
(Firſt miniſter of hell, prone to infuſe 

His influential damps, and pois' nous dews) 
Exciting him to ſwell the recent flood 

Of human gore, by a young brother's blood; 
And to confirm his guilt both deep and wide, 
Add to foul murder horrid fratricide ! 

To this black crime ſecurely to engage, 

He lull'd his ſenſes, and alarm'd his rage ; 

Soon as his ſteps were to retirement bent, 

The watchful fiend purſu'd him to his tent, 


Hels ſable curtain round his couch he drew, 
And ſcenes diſclos'd of terror to his view, 


Where Joſeph, rais'd to honour's utmoſt height, 
Array'd in royal robes, blaſts Simeon's ſight ; 
Before him all his brethren ſuppliant ſtand, 
Imploring mercy at his pow'rful hand; 
Their lot obſcure, unknown to pow'r and Ls, 
Whilſt glory's clarion ſounds great Joſeph's name: 
C2 7 Quickly 


i L 
Quickly bimſelf he ſeparated found, | 

— In priſon caſt, in maſſy fetters bound, 
And Joſeph's proſprous offspring, u ncontropl'd, 

In havghty chains his captiv'd chifdren hold. 
Thus ſtruck to eviry ſenſe of virtue blind, 

By hell's dark imagery, Simeon's.mind, 

Up, terrified from his diſturb' d repoſe, 

With penfive looks, and ſolemn wrath, he coſe; ;- 
The hour to tend his paſt'ral care drew nigh, _ 
Aurora tin&tur'd o'er the virgin ſky, 0 
The li mpid ſtreams” meand'ring currents rove, 
In winding mazes of the glowing grove ; 

Whilſt gentle zephyrs fanning through the trees, 
P rofeſt kind nature meant that morn to pleaſe. 
But art and nature's beauties might conteſt 
In vain, to bear the ſway in Simeon's breaſt ; 
Diſtracting thoughts againſt his peace conſpire, 
Envy's fell torch had ſcorch'd his ſoul with fire 
Unquenchable, but in the purple flood 
Of inoffenſive Joſeph's-guiltleſs blood; 
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Who dream'd again, that in a verdant mead, 


With beauteous flowers of various hue O erſpread, 


He walk'd, admiring nature's wond' rous frame, 


And the great pow r whence its formation came; 


From earth he calmly rais d his grateful eyes, 
To contemplate the ſplendour of the ſłies; 
Sudden the wide expanſe conyuls'd appears, 
Emotions ſtrange ſhake the celeſtial ſpheres, 
Eleven ſtars the ſun and moon attend, 
Shoot frank their orbs, and to the earth deſcend ; 
Beneath his eye their glorious forms diſplay, 
And at his feet ſubmiſſive homage pay. 

This viſion, pregnant with his future fate, 
Th' unconſcious boy did artleſsly relate: 
Jacob ſedately heard, and right divin'd 

Its import in his penetrating mind; 

But fearing envy might his peace annoy, 
Slightly rebuk'd his unfuſpecting boy, 

With ſeeming ſternneſs on his awful brow, 


Shall I, thy mother, and thy brethren bow 


Unto 
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Uto the earth, to thee our bodies bend ? 

| My child, on ſuch deluſions ne'er depend.” 
The brethren's boſoms quickly took th alarm, 
Vengeance began her magazines to arm; 
This ſecond dream with energy did bind 

The other's import on each burning mind; 

Of ſcenes ta come, revenge a profpect clears, 
Through the deep miſts of intervening years ; 
Revolving on time's axis, they furvey 4 
The period riſe of Joſeph's regal ſway ; 

_ Captivity and bonds their ſcourge prepare, 

And fancied ſlavery alam their fear. 

IJ elude the ſtern decree appear'd one way, 
Which through a deep of blood and danger lay ; 
To circumvent th' almighty's great deſign, 

And edge the powerful ſword of wrath divine, 
With heav'n and nature wage an impious ſtrife, 
And end untimely, blooming Joſeph's life. 
Determin'd wrath 'gainft him does now inſp! pire 


Defect in duty to their holy fire ; 


0 


| N. 1.5. I 
To Shechem they their bleating focks tes 
Without his leave, or bidding him adieu; 
Paternal Iſrael does their abſence mourn, 
His prayers to heav'n intreat their ſafe return, 
With ſoul expanded, in that urgent zeal 
Words east deſcribe, and none but parents feel; 
2 | To learn their welfare prompts his anxious mind 
fro ſend his Joſeph with a meſſage kind 
In eager haſte his ready feet did move, 
4 F raught with benevolence, and wing'd with love: 
1 But when arriv'd at Shechem's land, he found, 
Themſelves and herds had left th' adjacent ground, 
A ſtranger, wich his youthful beauty ſtruck, 
Accoſted him, with pleaſing voice and look: 
'Tis heaven's command, that we ſhould not neglect, 
But ſtrangers treat with rev'rence and reſpect; 
Such you appear, and if you will confide 
in me, I here will be your guardian guide, 
T Joſeph reply'd, he ſought ten brethren there, 
Who came for fodder for their paſt'ral care; 


lie faid, if firath's ſons renown'd'you mean; 


But night's pfeva iling ſhades will foon draw r near, ol 


Tin th- irradiating beams of day, 
Illume yon ſkies, to guide you on your way. 


Pleas'd with the hoſpitable kind requeſt, 
He to the iranget” s rent withdrew to reſt; 


{84 


They three days firice from th' adjacent plain 
Drove off their numꝰrous flocks to Dothan's fields; MR 
Where nature her luxuriance richly yields : * 3 


My tent is nigh, and you'll repoſe you chere, 


Soon with cc tir'd nature's” grateful call complies. 
And balmy ſlumbers gently clos'd his eyes; 
Prayer t6 his God did only intervene; 


His mind untainted, and his ſoul ſerene. 
Here a tlird dreath preſented to his view ; 


But, bos diff” rent from the former two 1 
Himſelf he fancied in 4 field unknown, 

Beneath the total gloom of night, alone; 

Fair nature vrap d in ſolemn darkneſs lay, 

Nar moon nor ſtir vouckſaf'd one glimmering ray; 


Into 


Into a horrid pit, ſurpris'd, he felt 

Hiraſelf, where ſnakes and deadly reptiles dwelt, 
His many-colour'd coat, rent by the fall, 

On buſhes o'er him hung, in pieces fol 3 
Two monſtrous adders, dreadful to behold, 
About his legs their pois*nous bodies roll'd; 
Thus in a noiſome pit, with ſaakes confin'd, 

A tim'rous fear alarm'd his tender mind, 
Whence ſtarting from his ſleep, with glad ſurpriſe, 
He ſaw the morn again ſalute his eyes; 

With gratitude to heav'n his foul o'erflows, 

For preſervation from thoſe painted woes; 
Diſtruſt of brethren's love and actions kind, 
Ne'er found a paſſage to his upright mind; 

Nor could ſuſpicion reach his honeſt heart, 

To urge him to the cautionary part; | 

As he approach'd, the grov'ling ruſtic ſwains 
Beheld him bounding o'er the diſtant plains ; 


Says Levi, See, the dreamer comes, elate 


In pride, and all the pomp of fancied ſtate; _ 
Mn: According 
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If wrath omnipotent cannot reſtrain, 


1 18 ] 


According to our preconceiy'd deſign, ee PO 


His dreams let's in his vital blood divine : 
Reuben found ebbing envy faſt recede, 

His heart recoil'd at ſuch a guilty Mes 

Brethren ! with trembling vehemence, Th cry'd, 
Shall we defile our ſouls with fratricide ? "2 
Off*rings unſtain'd, and holy lifted hands, 

Iſrael's pure God from Iſrael's fred en nds F 
Then dare we his great counſels undermine, 
Striving through blood tr evade his grand deſign? 
And urge the ſword of vengeance to ariſe, 


By weapons pointed at the red'ning ſkies, 


Whoſe bluſhes in vindictive lightnings glare, 
And thunders down th Eternal's threat'nings bear. 
If thus a God enrag'd our ſteps purſue, 


How ſhall we ſcape his penetrating view? 


Let filial reverence check the uncurb'd rein 3 

Of lawleſs rage, kind nature end the ſtrife! 

See Jacob kneeling, begs his darling's life; 
Proſtrate 
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Proſtrate behold the venerable ſage, 


Imploring mercy on his feeble age, 
(Beſeeching clemency, ſee nature here 


Inverted, condeſcendingly appear) . 


That we would not our murd*rous weapons ſheath 


In Iſrael's ſoul, by ouiltleſs Joſeph's death, - | 
Source of his comforts, ſpring of all his fears, 
Mild ev'ning ray of his declining years; 

Our ſuppliant fire thus pleads, and who can bear, 


Unmov'd, a kneeling father's ardent prayer? 


When ſuch a pow'rful advocate does fail, 


Nor arguments like thoſe o'er ſons prevail, 


Fair nature, ſhudd'ring in her vernal bow'r, 


At virtue's ſhrine her plaintive woes ſhall pour, \ 
Who will diſpatch her delegate, diſdainn, 
With infamy malignant man to ſtain, 1 21485 1 
Let then the fear of God our ſouls inſpire, 
And veneration for ſo good a fire; a 

No more with heav'n and nature to contend, 
But greet our brother as our cordial friend. 


D 2 Is 


3; L 
Is this, ironically, Levi cry'd, 
Reuben, the firſt- born ſon of Iſrael, pride 
Of all his houſe, who in a frenzy led, 
Of brutal luſt, defil'd his father's bed? 
Where then of God was pious Reuben's fear? 
His veneration for his father, where? 
Go, wail falſe Reuben, heav'n's diſhonour'd laws, 
And leave to virtue's followers virtue's cauſe, 
Reuben reply'd, I own the charge is juſt, 
Years of remorſe hath been the fruits of luſt, 
And pangs of horror rent thy Reuben's ſoul, 
To mourn the guilt T never can recal; 

I did by this bold crime my God defy, 

And ſtain'd my offspring with the fouleſt dye, 


For which ſtern conſcience ever does upbraid, 


But calls not you, my brother, to her aid ; 

She to my view diſplays an iron rod, 

An injur'd father! an offended God! 

Enough of guilt my'o'er-drench'd foul has known, 
The frequent ſigh from Iſrael's heart I've drawn; 
And 9 


And ſhall 1 now, in a dire ſcheme engage, 


To ſink in utter woe his hoary age ? 


And on my load of crimes to bind from hence, 


XZ Tremendous weight! the blood of innocence ? 


I O Simeon, Levi—brothers, don't proceed, 
| I can't conſent to th' unnat'ral deed. 
A | Says Simeon, Reuben has prefix'd diſgrace, 
7 By his confeſſion, to his unborn race, 
x Whoſe grov'ling minds may to baſe ſlav'ry bend, 
"2 But our's unſtain'd, for freedom will contend ; 
4 | We'll not the lordly tyrant's rigour feel, 
1 Nor at his domineering footſtool kneel ; 

5 My freeborn ſoul with native ſcorn diſdains, 
For me and mine ſervility and chains. 

| My reſolution I'll no more diſguiſe, 

$ Reuben, if not conſenting, alſo dies; 

He ſhan't ſurvive, officiouſly to bear 
f This gloomy meſſage to our father's ear; 
1 One clauſe alone remains in Reuben's fate, 


This tale to mortal never to relate, 


„„ 
He by the deepeſt oath ſhall ſurely give, 
That heav'n can ratify, or man receive ; 
Or drain with us preſumptuous Joſeph's blood, 
And glut reſentment in his vital flood : 
One hour we grant, to give us your reply, 
In which reſolve, or you ſhall with him die. 
Here ſome prompt agent of th' infernal kind, 
With diabolic rage new nerv'd each mind, < 


To blight a brother in youth's tender prime, : 


Whole genuine virtue was his only crime. 
He now, unconſcious of an evil thought, 
(Exempt from criminality or ſpot) 

On embaſſy from pure affection came, 
Bearing the torch of love's meridian flame ; 


Unto each brother's fond embrace he flies, 


Peace in his heart, and tranſport in his eyes: 
But what ſurpriſe his gentle ſpirits wound, 
When in an inſtant ſeiz'd, diſrob'd, and bound ; 


O! ſource of dread, unutterable woe, 


In ev'ry promis'd friend he view'd a foe ! 


| Ruin unchain'd, in enſigns deep appears, 


And no fond father near, to ſooth his fears, 


ij But ſavage men, whoſe cruel bonds defeat 

3 | His every hope of ſafety, or retreat. 

4 | Retiring, Reuben caſt a wiſhiul eye, 

'F | Whilſt from his breaſt emerg'd th* oppreſſive geb, 
1 Cry'd, Stay your hands, nor uſe your ruthleſs pow r, 
B Till I've conſider'd my permitted hour. 
Had confidence fraternal leſs prevail'd, 

; Or filial duty in thy boſom fail'd, | [mand, 
I Dear youth, thou'd'ſt not my lab'ring thoughts de- 
3 To ſhield thy life from the deſtroyer's hand. 

3 Reuben withdrawn, the lamb-like victim lay, 
Among'ft thoſe rav*nous wolves, a helpleſs prey; 
Their ſavage thoughts at length to utt'rance bend, 
Ambitious youth, where will your grandeur end? 
Death you muſt taſte, our bondag'd peace to free, 
And die you ſhall, ſpite of ſtern fate's decree; 

If ſne in ſullen mood did thee ordain, 


Preſumptuous boy, o'er us and our's to reign, 


2 
I 


We'll 


tl 


| We'll here the ignominious ſcroll demand, 


Spurn its contents, and wreſt it from her hand: 


He meekly ſaid, If I your hearts had known, 


Or friendſhip thought leſs faithful than my own, 


The ſafety of my life I'd made my care, 


And kept my feet from your malignant ſnare. 


Duty to you, my father, and my God, 


Brought me from the paternal wing abroad ; 
And if for laughter I am hither led, 


To heav n's deſigns I bow my willing head; 


But if my God, for purpoſes unknown, 


Speak longer life from his imperial throne, 


He can command your hearts to turn with eaſe, 


As flowing currents to what courſe he pleaſe; 


Or by ſome other means my fate aſſuage, 


And ſhield me from the fury of your rage ; 


Th' Almighty can ſecure, who lays aſide 


The boiſt' rous winds, leads up the ſwelling tide, 


And back conducts its ebbing waves again 


To his deep treaſuries, far from human ken 


Silent 


| Silent and active, at his great n 

Are all the creatures both in ſea and land s 

He ſpread yon canopy of azure blue, 

Breath'd mantling clouds of intermingled hue, 
Bade the obedient ſtars their circles run, 

And crown'd the ſpheres with his reſplendent ſun. 
Heav'n's daring inſurre&ion did deride, 

And thenee expel'd th aſpiring ſons of pride; 
Upon his ſuccour who ſhall hence depend, 

Shall never want a pow'rful preſent friend ; | 

Yet, my dear friends, to mitigate your ſtrife, 

I humbly beg your pity on my life ; ; 

Conſign me not, within my early bloom, 
Uncall'd by heav'n, unto the lonely tomb. 

| Whate'er I've done my: brethren ta offend, 

It was a fault I neyer did intend ; 

Tell, I adjure you, by our father's God, 

The cauſe, &er you inflict the ſcourging rod, | 
And for the wrongs you've borne by my miſtake, 


I'll to the utmoſt reſtitution make. 
E | Youngſter, 
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Voungſter, ſaid Simeon, you have wrong'd us more 


Than all your boaſted efforts: can reſtore, 


Thro' partial favour in our father's breaſt, 


Aſſail'd our peace, and robb'd our ſouls of reſt, 
And by vain dreams, of your own vile accord, 
Set-up yourſelf our governor and lord ; 

Vainly for life diſſembling you contend; 

In inſtant death your ſplendour all ſhall end.— 
Alas! then, muſt I die for fancy's flight? 


Fantaſtic viſions of deluſive night; 4 7 


Your wand' ring thoughts, in ſleep, can you reſtrain? 


Or check imagination's airy rein? 

I want no ſuperiority nor ſway ; . 

Be your's command, I'll chearfully obey ; | 6 
If Jacob has ſome partial favours ſnewn, 
Twas for my mother's ſake, and not my own z 

No merit's mine, and muſt J loſe my life, 


For being born of his beloved wife ? 


No flatt'ring views of rule or pompous ſtate, 


Thoſe dreams inſpir'd I ſimply did relate, 
8 8 3 5 But 


L Þ 


But if they in your breaſts excited rage, 


One I've had ſince your pity muſt engage: 


This when he told, Simeon in two-fold ire - 


(His eye-balls flaſhing with indignant fire) nA 


Declar'd a tale contriv'd to ſtain their fame, 
And blaſt to late poſterity each name; 
Whom he to deadly ſerpents did compare, 
And ſurely they the pois'nous adders were; 
Then, ruffian like, preſents his pointed knife, 
Swearing he'd end his prophecies. and life. 
Here Joſeph's God, by. Judah, interpos'd, 


Who in his arms raſh. Simeon faſt enclos'd, 


Saying, Simeon Rueben s unexpir'd hour 


Puts Joſeph's fare beyond our inſtant pow” „ net 


We'll wait the period, to our promuſe UE.) oft. 


As Iſrael's ſons unto our word be true. 
O Judah! Joſeph cry'd, my honour'd e 
Fair be thy fame till time's determin'd end; 


Suppoſe thy ſons condemn'd, like me, to ed. 


Let ſympathy within thy boſom plead, 


And Er or Onan: for me intercede ; 


Ez And 


1 26 1 
And a by the yearnings of a father's love. - [7 
Jacob's diſtreſs thy tender pity move; 
Whence on thy brethren urge ſoft nature's * 1 
And let me owe my lengthen'd life to thee ; 
Then Jacob's heart with grateful joy ſhall bound, 


And through tis houſe thy ne with honour 


ſound. 
Simeon and Levi let me ſpeak to you, 
Who without cauſe my guiltleſs life purſue, 
Tho' hid this deed in deepeſt ſhades of night, 
Whoſe denſity eludes all human ſight ; : 
The juſt reward of blood from him you'll gain, 
To whom none guiltleſs ſhed ſhall cry in vain ; 
Mean while for heav'n's direction Reuben ſtood, 
In fervent pray r within th adjacent wood ; 
In bitterneſs of ſoul he pour'd his cry, 
For aid to fave his brother doom'd to die; 
And his own life by prudent care ſer free, 
From kindred rage and flaming Jealouſy. 


At length he came, ſtrengthen'd by pow'r divine, | 


Seeming conſentive to their baſe deſign: 


Cry 'd, 


8. 
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Cry'd, Brethren dear, in reaſon's equal ſcale, - 
I've calmly weigh'd, and found your cauſe prevail, 
Thoſe privileges bounteous nature gave 
I can't refign, to be the younger's ſlave ; 
Whence I'll not only give my free conſent, 
But join to haſten the defir'd event; 
Provided you will mutually agree, 
To leave the manner of his death to me: 
In yonder pit, whoſe depth forbids aſcent, 
We'll caſt him, till his life's laſt pow'rs are ſpent; 
There let the dreaming monarch reigning dwell, 
Deſpotic in his ſolitary cell; | 
And the obedient orbs their homage pay, 
To grace his regal ſubterranean ſway ; 
The pit's incloſure will enſure his death, | 
And grant a ſpeedy paſſage to his breath, 


Whilſt we wave off reflections from our head; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Nor ſhail it be in future ages ſaid, 

The promis'd ſeed kind nature's laws withſtood, 
And dy'd their garments in a brother's blood. 
„ 1 0 Reuben 


Reuben did thus their treachery beguile, | 
Whilſt malice i in each face wore pleaſure s ſmile, 0 
Then as rapacious wolves they ſeize their prey, 
And to deſtruction bear him ſtraight away; 
Affrighted nature hung her ſables round N 
The trembling globe, where mournful notes reſound. 
By howling groves inſpir'd, the woe-wing'd gales, 

In ſad reſponſes tun'd the diſtant dales; 
And ſighing over the extenſive plains, 

Made vocal ev'ry bower in plaintive ſtrains, | 
Where all the vernal beauties penſive round +. 
Hung their fair heads, in ſorrow, to the ground. 
As near the pit's tremendous verge he drew, 
With anguiſh'd heart he cry'd, My laſt adieu, 
To Iſrael's ears, ye gentle zephyrs, bear, 
In ſofteſt notes Oh, make his peace your care! 
Let no unhallow'd tongue this tale relate, 
To pierce his ſoul with my untimely fate; 
By kind condolence the good patriarch ſave 
From ſinking down in ſorrow to the grave; 


With 


[ 37.1 


With the ſaid truth, ſweet conſolation blend, 


To immortality his views extend, 
Where we together ſhall heav'n's joys explore, 
Nor death, nor injuries divide us more. 
For you, miſguided, cruel, barb'rous men, 
At the great audit we ſhall meet again, 
Where no unrighteous act obſcur'd will lie, 
Nor ſcape the judge's penetrating eye; 
He'll throw aſide the plauſible diſguiſe, 
; O'er ſubtle arts, and infamous allies ; 
 Wrong'd innocence impartially ſet clear, 
And grant that juſtice that's deny'd them here. 
But the oreat day too late conviction brings, 
Wherein we ſtand before the King of kings ; 
With deep remorſe, then, view this act betimes, 
Determine. it ſhall be your laſt of crimes; . | | | 
Implore the pardon of all-gracious heav*n, 
To true repentance ev'ry ſin's forgiv'n ; . 1 
Then ſhall your ſouls thoſe ſacred pleaſures prove, | 
That flow from mercy, and redeeming love ; 


1 


For 


K 
For this reſult, though you've conſpir'd my death, 
I'll beg my God with my expiring breath. 
Levi reply'd, with inſolent diſdain, 


= 


Your arts t evade our purpoſes are vain ; 

Then they, each hope of mercy to deſtroy, 
Lodg'd in earth's cavity the blooming boy, 
Who Reuben meant by night's kind aid to ſave, 


From greedy death, and the devouring grave; 
And to conduct him ſafe, and free from harms, 


-vft 


Unto his aged father's longing arms : 


He now, reliev'd from perturbating « Cares, 
Went to direct his paſtoral affairs, 
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Amongſt the menials on the diſtant plain, 


5 


+ 


Till fav'ring night commenc'd her ebon reign ; = 


Anticipating, with internal glee, 


The joys of bringing peace and liberty. 
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HE captive now, within his dreaty cave; 


Took a calm proſpect of the yawning grave ; 
No gal aroſe, his tranquil ſoul to ſcare, 

Which ſoat'd to heay'n in-confidential pray'r 

O omnipreſerit, pow rful God, he ery'd; 

From whom no mortal can appeal nor hide; 
Thou haſt engrav'd the number of our r days, 

Know i all our thoughts, and ſpy ſt out all our 


ways 

Thy wiſe appointments I can ne'er diſtruſt; | 

For righteous ends thou bring'ſt me to the duſt⸗ 2 
But, Lord] my brethren's motives differ wide 
From thine, as Eaſt from Weſt thou didſt divide; 
Yet, as the means t' effect thy great deſign, 
Puniſh them not for any wrongs of mine ; 


F N Let 


— ——— 
6:!!!ñ᷑ñ?ẽvukuꝛ. ener SERGE Mig aaa ru m1 
* » F kd 989 * 
- * * * 
V * 
: S 
"6 
F i \ 
o . ; — 
* 
* 2 


t 4 


Let not my blood upon their heads remain, 


Nor un purg d ſpot my father's houſhold ſtain; 


To Jacob thy ſupporting aid impart, - 
Aſſuage the pangs of his paternal heart; 


In Iſrael's God, his confidence to place, 
Help thou the parent of the choſen race. 
© God of heay' n and earth! I here am pent 


For death, unleſs thy. gracious will prevent; 
If Im to die, with faith my ſoul inſpire, | 
To make thy ſov reign pleaſure my deſire; ; 
Bur if thy glory longer life demands, 


The means remain in thy Almighty hands, 


Hemi round the gloomy vault a radiance runs, 
Supremely brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, | 
Which ſweetly his enraptur d ſoul employs | 
On a large foretaſte of ethereal joys; ; 

Then meekly veil d its too illuſtrious blaze, 
In milder glory s more diminiſh'd rays ; 
There ſtood A blooming youth to view confeſt, 


In flowing robes of * raiment dreſt, 


I | Who 


: { $7 

Who Jacob's ſon accoſts, in ſtrains divine, 
Joſeph, I'm miſſion d by my God and thine, 
On embaſſy from great Jehovah's throne, 
To whom thy undeſery'd affliction's known; 
When firſt the baleful deed thy foes conſpir'd, | 
The heav'nly legions to its verge retir'd, | 
And did their ſacred heads in pity bow, 

O'er thy diſtreſs, from heav' n's celeſtial brow, 
Whilſt the Eternal's pleaſ ure lay conceal'd, 
Which ſoon to ſhouting myriads was reveal'd ; 
I am the proto-martyr Abel, lain 
By the malicious hand of cruel Cain: : 
But, J oſeph, did you know the bright reward, 
The j joys prepar'd for thoſe that love the Lord, 
You would in withes wing your ſoul away, 
To ſhare with me your exaltation-day 5 
But you muſt yet awhile your crown forego, 
Suſtain with fortitude your poſt below, 

'Till time, to foſter, infant Iſrael brings 

Under the ſhadow of thy guardian wings; | 
F 2 A ſlave 
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A fave firſt ſold in Egypt, you'll command 


And rule in that extenſive, fertile land, 
There ſhall thy providence ſupply their need, 

And nouriſh and ſuſtain the promis'd ſeed; 

Thy brethren's jealouſy high heav'n ordains | 

Thy great advancement's ſalutary means * 
When tempted, ſtill on virtue's fide declare, 

And mind, *twas Iſrael's God that ſent thee there; 
There, there malt thou embrace thy father dear; 
There Benjamin ſhed the fraternal tear, 

Upon thy neck and on their bended knee, 
There mall thine other brethren worſhip thee ; 
Leave Jacob to his God, he'll dry his tears, 
And tenderly ſupport his feeble years; | 


| Reuben I to your warmeſt love commend, 


He was, and is your ſtedfalſt faithful friend, 


And means co-night from this ſad place to free, 


And ſet your feet again at liberty ; ; 


But his kind reſolution will be vain, 


In Pharoah's court you next muſt meet again; 


- I leave 


nay heav'n' s peace abide, 


1 leave you, jo 


And be your conſtant, your unerring guide. 


The heay*nly viſion wing'd its ſhining way; 
Abſorb'd in thought the ſon of Iſrael lay; 

Till from the pit's brim Judah's well-known found 
Cry'd, Joſeph; tie this rope thy body round ; 

By which he roſe, from apprehenſion clear, 

The heav'nly gueſt had left him nought to fear, 
Alvah, from Gilead, on the Iplbery trade 

Down into Egypt frequent journies made, 

Who twenty pieces prompt of ſilver gave, 

At their demand, and bought him for a ſlave; 
Exquiſite beauty in his face appears, 

An underſtanding far above his years, 

Which in the maſter's breaſt together blend 
Affection for his ſervant as his friend. | 
Reuben at night to free the captive flew : 

* Joſeph my brother, ſee thy Reuben, true 

To his appointment, comes to free from harms, 
And give thee ſhelter in thy father's arms; 

TT Joſeph !” 


v 
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Joſeph! I he cry'd, but ſtill no anſwer found; 


Doleful the invitation echo'd round; 


He rent his garments, frantic tore his hair, 


In all the agonies of keen deſpair ; 

His mantling blood this dire idea chill'd, 
Joſeph's late dream was literally fulfil'd 3 

Again ſuggeſtion urg'd, with eagle ſpeed, 
They'd in his abſence done the barb' rous deed. 
O treach'rous, bloody men ! aloud he cry d, 
Who took not faith nor honour for your guide; 


To ſolemn contract Jacob's ſons untrue, 


In his friend's abſence a young brother ſlew. 


Jacob ! my father !—there the impious dart, 
Wich keeneſt point, wounds my deſpairing heart ; 
Perfidious offspring } here my daring ſoul, 

Breaks looſe from leſſer paſſion's mild controul, 


And does my ev'ry active thought engage, 


In juſt reſentment and vindictive rage. 
I hop'd in peace to view my father's face, 


And bring his darling to his fond embrace : 
| „ ; 


1 
But O what griefs, what agonizing ſmart,” 
What ſorrows will invade his trembling heart ; 
In bitter ſtrains he will his loſs deplore, - 
When he ſhall learn his Joſeph is no more, 
Dear guiltleſs youth, for thee my fury, warm, 
Would give its ſcope of carnage to this arm, 
And bid thy murd'rers' blood ſpontaneous riſe, 
In ſpouting ſtreams to th* indignant ſkies; 
But that I mvſt the aged patriarch ſpare, 
Whole loſs of one is more than he can bear 3 
To ſooth his griefs I'll henceforth ſpend my breath, 
And leave revenge to heav'n for Joſeph's death; 
So ſaying, to his brethren ſwift he flies, 
Grief and reſentment ſparkling in his eyes ; 
Falſe men! where is the lad ? my Joſeph where 4 
Could not your bloody hands one night forbear ? 
Then he eternity's great road had trod, 
Compos'd, thro timely pray'r, unto his God. 
But he's no more, and whither ſhall I go? 
How ſooth my father's unexampled woe ? 


Here 
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Here from his eyes his guſhing ſorrows . 


Like eryſtal waters ſrom the diamond rock, — 
| Whole floods, expreſſive of inteſtine woe, 
Adown bis manly cheeks in currents flag : 
So great his anguiſn was, and grief he felt, 
It made at length their ſtony hearts to melt; 


Like a contagious ill remorſe gain'd ground, 
And fix'd a while a ſolemn ſilence round; 


Judah at length his ſentiments expreſs' d, 


And Reuben in pathetic ſtrains addreſs dt: 
My brother, let your waging grief ſubſide, 
Uapaſſion'd hear, and let cool reaſon guide; 
Your pain'd heart turn to calm in ternal peace, 


Which not with us did recent guilt increaſe; 


I labour, Reuben, with conviction ſtrong, 
Tho” Joſeph lives, I know our decd is wrong: 
O why did hoodwink'd paſſion Judah guide, 
From the fond fire his darling to divide. 
Alive i cry'd Reuben; let my ſight be bleſs'd 


With him once more, and ſet my heart at reſt, 


. Alas, 


ta) 

Alas, ſald J udah, tho he lives, tis true, 

J can't preſent bim to your preſent view; 

To ſave his life, I in your abſence gave 

| My raſh advice to ſell him for a flave ; 

Some Midianitiſh man the lad commands, 

Who vends his merchandize i in diff rent lands ; ; 
This can't be alter'd, but I hope he'll now 

Live to behold us at his footſtool bow ; 

| His laſt dream's verify'd; a pit indeed, 

|. Of deadly ſerpents of his father's ſeed, 

His feet enthral'd; but God, who hoods the and; 
And duly weighs the actions of mankind, 

Will make the virtuous his peculiar care, | 
And puniſh guilt with an avengitg ſpear 8 
O that we could behold the lad once more, 
And to out father's arms his child reſtore ! 

The pow'r is loſt, I can't my crime recal, 

And heav'n's hot fury ſcorches up my ſoul. 

In general they with Judah did agree; "x 


Simeon alone was from compunction free: 
2 | | It. 
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* It was s determin'd that th: enſuing morn, 5 

Soon as bright Phœbus did the Eaſt adorns. 
They'd after Alvah ſend, with gold i in hand, 
To ranſome Joſeph at his own demand; 

This fix'd, with perturbated minds they Wot” 
Each with his ſervants, to his 5 rate tent, 
Where, juſt as Reuben on his couch reclin d 
His weary limbs and agitated mind, 

A dazzling glory, brighter than the day, 
Chac'd the dark ſhades of gloomy night away; 

Whilſt a celeſtial voice aſſail'd his ear, 

Reuben ! thou firſt-born ſon of Iſrael, hear; 
Attend my ſpeech, rio more for Joſeph mourn, 
But let your ſoul to tranquil peace return; 
The great Jehovah does his way prepare, 


'The gentle youth is heav'n's immediate care; 
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Where &et he goes kind Providence attends, 
In a ſtrange land he ſhall abound in friends, 
And dwell ſecure, till Iſrael's ſons bow down, 
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And humbly deprecate his riſing frown ; 
5 Thine 


* 
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Thine arms thy J oſeph' mall again embrace, D 
When nyrſing-father of the choſen race. * 
Conceal the fact from Iſrael now thou muſt. 
Or brethren's rage will mix thee with the duſt © 
Sötde are in"bloodſhed old; Uns de hands bi 
Nor would at univerſal carnage ftart, e 
Should wrath excite, or jealouſy impel; 
Obſerve my words, and all ſhall yet be well. 
At morning's dawn, they diff rent courſes made, 
To oyertake the merchant's cavalcade ; 2 
And did thro? waſtes, and ſandy deſerts ſtray, . _. 
But to no purpoſe ſpent the tedious daa 
Of diſappaintment they aloud complain'd, 
And terror thro' their whole aſſembly reign d; 
Reuben alone preſerv d the golden mien, 9 % 
A ſteady mind, and countenance ſerene; 
He mildly ſaid, my brethren, don't deſpair, 
Joſeph is Jacob's God's immediate care; 


Duty now bids us form ſome prudent plan, 


\ 


Some meaſures to ſupport the good old man: 
| G2 O ve- 
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© venerable ſage ! a tide Of woe, "TR: 
Thy trembling boſom ſoon will overflow; 1 


"My heart bleeds for thee, but Tm not repine, 
Thou * the 5 and thy God 18 chine. 


His brethren now in di vers places tore ; 
Then flew a beaft within the neighbouring wood, 


And ſmear'd the tatter'd garment wich its blood ; 
So that when Jacob ſhould the ſame ſurvey, 

He might conclude his child ſome lion's prey; 
Sin cannot from itſelf, itſelf divide, 


9 — 


2 
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Whenge guilt and artifice are near allied; 
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Simeon and Levi did themſelves prepare, 
To Jacob's hands the bloody robe to bear ; 
None other having courage to impart 
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The dread death-warrant to his aged heart. 

The Pacriarch met them with a gracious ſmile, 
Their chearful looks did all his fears beguile : 
Welcome, my ſons, to your fond father's arms, 


Your. preſence frees my boſom from alarms ; 


In 


In perfect health, I hope your brethren are, | 
And how does Joſeph ? your young tender care? 'Y | 
Our brethren, Sir, are well, if thoſe you me 1 8 | 3 | 
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Who went with us Joſeph we've never ſeen; © 
But fear you ſent him; therefore, flow and ad, Mo 
We've travel'd home, 1 in anguiſh for the lad; 
Since paſſing through the mazes of a wood, 


: " 84 * 
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We found a coat beſmear'd with human blood; 
It's here; if his; of life he is bereay'd, 
' You'll better judge ; O, may we be deceiv'd'! — 
Oh, Simeon! Levi ! 'tis my darling boy's, 4 i 
Some ſavage heaft has ſwallow'd all my joys! \ 
My Joſeph's gone! gone from this land of light, 9 
In darkneſs hid from his fond father's fight ; 


I ſoon ſhail follow thee, my blooming love, 
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To yon retreats of innocence above; 
O haſten death ! thou tardy, friendly foe, 
Cut ſhort thy work, and ſtrike the healing blow; 


long once more to gaze upon his charms, 
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And fold my darling in theſe wither'd arms; | = 
O Ben 1 


SD. a 
O Benjamin! my children all, deplore 
My heavy loſs—my Joſeph is no more ! 
His boſom ſtruggled with redoubled ſighs, 
And wildly round oft roll'd his aged eyes; 
From day to day indulging ftill his grief, 
Too great for utt'rance, and paſt all relief; 
Throughout his houſhold did each viſage ſhow 
Deep marks of grief, and agonizing woe; 
My father dear, would Dinah oft- times cry, 
I wiſh to heaven I in thy ſtead could die ! 
Prolong, great God, my aged parent's'breath, 
Shield my good father from the jaws of death; 
Here let each bolt of angry fate be hurl'd, 
Sweep Dinah from th' inhoſpitable world, 
Where happier dames the injur'd damſel ſcorn, 
(T ho pure her wiſhes as the virgin morn) | 
If by deluſion ruin'd in her bloom, 
Diſgrace purſues her to the friendly tomb ; 
Whilſt ſtands aloof, in honour's gaudy pride, 
The wanton heart, whoſe virtue ne'er was try d, 


v1. For 


1 1 


The gilded bait, nor lay the ſubtle ſnare: 1 

O vretched Dinah ! deſolate, forlorn, - 

If Jacob dies, would thou hadſt ne'er been born; 
Hence may no good e' er nominate. that day, 
Nor ſun- beam chear its gloom with one faint ray; 
But damps deſcend, and vap'riſh clouds appear, 

To ſignalize it from the circling year. 

Thus Dinah rav'd, but midſt her wild e 
Made Jacob's conſolation ſtill her care; 

Till all the woes his tortur'd heart endur'd, 

By time ſhould be familiarized or cur'd. 


Our exile now, beneath the burning zone, 


Thro' countries trav'ling, and thro' lands unknown, 


View'd lofty Memphis, from its neighb'ring 1 
The capital of Pharoah's large domains; 


Tas here the merchants would their bus'neſs cloſe, 


And Alvah of his Hebrew might diſpoſe ; 
This Iſhmaelite poſieſs'd a gen'rous heart, 


And ſcorn'd to act a mean ignoble part; 8 


Speeious 


For whom deſtructive man did not prepare 
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His ſteady boſom, with her gilded charm; 
Which with a more exalted paſſion glow'd, 


9 * 


Whence love and pure unſullied friendſhip flow d rl 
With looks beneficent, demeanor kind, 


And words expreſſive ol the tendereſt mind, 
He ſaid, To anſwer ſome obſcure intent, 


And ſolemn purpoſe of your | God i is meant, 


My friend, my Joſeph; that you deign this day 


0 ſerve, tho' deſtin'd to imperial ſway; 


Thro' envy exil'd from your native land, 

And father's houſe, my pity does command, 
Whilſt all your actions, courteous, noble, kind; 
To admiration raiſes Alvah's mind c 


And whilſt my thoughts o'er all your graces run, 


Love binds you to me as an only ſofr; 


If to abide with me your wiſhes tend, 


I' ever treat you as my fav'rite friend; 


But if you think your God does you ordain, 


| In che Egyptian ennie to remain, 


js 
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Speak free, my friend, you your defire ſhall , 


Tho' J muſt ſell my Joſeph as a ſlave. 
The ſon of Jacob, with reſpect reply'd, 
With my kind maſter I would {till abide; 
Your fortunes, good or bad, untir*'d purſue, 
And keep your intereſt faithfully in view, 
Were inclination only to decide, 
And gratitude alone my footſteps' guide; 
For I have found, in my extremeſt need, 
Dear honour'd Sir, in you a friend, indeed ; 
Whereby, at God's great goodneſs more and more, 
I ſtill am drawn to wonder and adore ; 
Who in a ſtranger did that aid provide, 
For me, by brethren cruelly deny'd ; , 
| Hence, wha his ſov'reign pleaſure now demands, 
I fearleſs truſt in his almighty hands : 8 
Our curious eyes o'er fate's myſterious book, 
Unerring wiſdom has forbid to look, 
Or ſtrive the maſly volume to explore, 
And boldly turn its copious pages o'er ; | 
| FE - Enough 
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Enough to know that juſlice drew the line, 
And boundleſs mercy laid the grand deſign; 
Therefore, without a queſtion why, or * 


I here to the almighty fiat bow, 


Which, by a heav'nly meſſage does command 
Me to remain a ſlave in Pharoah's land ; 
You, Abraham's God hath deſtin'd to fulfil, 
Th' official means of his deciſive will, 
And as you'd wiſh your own dear ſon to be, 
In the ſame caſe, &en ſo diſpoſe of me. 
With heaving boſom, and tear- ſoften'd eyes, 
The merchant to young Joſeph thus replies: 
Had I one ſon, of all my num'rous race, 6 
Like thee endow'd with ev'ry genuine grace; 
Where virtue, free from paſſion's wild controul, 
(That poliſh'd diamond of the heav n- taught ſoul) 
Preſides unrival'd in thy tranquil breaſt, 
And calms each buſy murm'ring thought to reſt, 
Smiling in bonds, ſuperior to the rod 
Of malice, and the fav'rite of thy God ; 
| 3 8 I ſhould 
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I del a more tranſcendent treaſure own, 

Than peerleſs Pharoah, on his ſplendid throne ; 
And for his purchaſe, if he muſt be ſold, 

Th' Egyptian diadem too mean ſhould hold: 

Not all the wealth the ſpacious eee 

By ſome proud ſultan bid for Alvah's gains, 

Could prompt my mind to bind his virtues down, 

In ſlaviſh chains, beneath a tyrant's frown ; 

An equal privilege be, Joſeph, thine, 

To ſome good man I will my charge reſign, 

Whoſe kindred ſoul ſhall to thy virtues bend, 

And glow t' embrace thee as her boſom friend ; 

Array'd for public view, thou ſhalt come forth, 

In garbs expreſſive of internal worth ; 

The conſcious joy to fix thee will be mine, 

The benefit of the depoſite, thine, - 

Next morning at the mart (with modeſt grace, 

And nameleſs beauties beaming in his face) 

The amiable young Hebrew did appear, 

When noble Potiphar by chance drew near, | 1 

a ä Who 
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Who Pharoah's ample forces did command, 
And ſtood the pillar of th' Egyptian land ; 


Renown'd in arms, of an intrepid mind, 


And martial form ; yet gen'rous, mild, and kind; 
An inſtant ſympathy his boſom mov'd, 
He ſaw, admir'd, he pitied, and he lov'd : 
ce Muſt that firm countenance, with ſweetneſs join'd 
(Sure indications of a noble mind) 
And form attractive as e er nature gave, 
Become ſome ſordid wretch's abject ſlave, 
To toll and bleed beneath th' oppreſſor's rod ? 
Forbid it, if there be one, Iſrael's God 1” 
| Reſolv'd in thought from cruel bonds to ſave, ,, 
He aſk'd the price of the young Hebrew ſlave ; 
Sir, anſwer'd Alvah, were he to be ſold 
For his full value, twere his weight in gold: 
But in a nobler way I do intend, 
To part with this my well-deſerving friend, 
| Who, tho' for public ſale he does appear, 
By voluntary choice continues here ; 
Therefore 


| V { 
Therefore I ſell him not, until I fee, _ 1 
To whom, and what his treatment is to be. 


Potiphar ſaid, Thou conq'ror, greater far, 


Than &er I was, amid the ſpoils of war, 
Who from ſelf-intereſt canſt hold back thy hand, 
Which few indeed are able to withſtand ; 
| Keep the pois'd ſcale of equity in view, 
And pay to merit what's to merit due : 
I find you treat him as you would your ſon, 
And if he's mine, I'll do as you have done 3 
IJ am a ſtateſman, of ea fame, 
Near the king's perſon, Potiphar's my name. 
Then, Sir, he's your's, for whatſoe'er you'll give, 
Which the dear youth's commiſſion'd to receive; 
For one indulgence only I contend, 
Freely to viſit my diſtinguiſh'd friend, 
When, as in gen'ral each returning year, 
My traffic and connexions call me here. 
Welcome at all times, Potiphar reply'd, 
O'er all my houſhold Joſeph ſhall preſide. 


Then , 


Then, Sir, ſaid Alvah, thither will you place | 
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And ſeizes merit as her lawful prize ; 


E 


The faithful'ſt, and moſt pious of his race; 
Diſtinction with his God ſucceſs commands, 


And all things needs muſt proſper in his hands; 


Envy alone at home perverts his ſway, 
Which ne'er looks down, nor grovels for her prey; 


At dazzling heights ſne darts her baneful eyes, 


Scorns the mean morſel, but on higheſt food 
She'll gorge, and quench her thirſt in pureſt blood. 
And now, my Joſeph, as our fates impel, 
I for a ſeaſon bid my friend farewell ; 
Well pleas'd that treaſure in thoſe hands I leave, 
Which heav'n itſelf has fitted to receive. 
Heroic Potiphar, whoſe worth was known, 
And honour'd from the cottage to the throne, 
About this time had from his ſov'reign's hand, 
Receiv'd the faireſt dame in Egypt's land; | 
Of noble birth, this young and beauteous wife, 
T* expand the joys, and ſooth the ills of life: 
| Stil 


| 1 
Still more to ſolemnize the nuptial day, 


And hymen's glowing banner wide diſplay, 


The king did in Arabia's wilds proclaim 
An hunting- match to chace the ſavage game; 
Where he attended on the noble pair, 


Great Potiphar, and his Sabrina fair; | 4 A 


Ere they had rang'd the lonely deſert through, 


A monſtrous lion ſtalk'd within their view, 


— 
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In ſullen majeſty he ſhook the ground, 4 
And fearleſs roll'd his flaſhing eye- balls round, | | 
Till overmatch'd by looſen'd hounds, he fled 1 
To ſeek for refuge in the diſtant ſhade ; 

Sabrina on a fleet Arabian horſe 

Was mounted, who, accuſtom'd to the courſe, 
Surpaſs'd the hounds, flew ſwifter than the wind, 
And left th' affrighted company behind. 

The faithful Hebrew, riſking his own life, 
Purſu'd, to ſhield from death his maſter's wife: 
Thro' the Cloſe thicket the fierce beaſt of prey, 
Found it impoſſible to force his way; | 
Thence 


7 "2h 
Thence turning wildly round upon his foes, 
He on the trembling fair unclos'd kis Jaws ; 
When to her reſcue ſwiftly Joſeph flew, 
And with his nervous arm the monſter ſlew. 
The officer beheld the gallant boy, 
With mingled terror, gratitude, and joy ; 
Contending agitations bound his tongue, 
Whilſt ſpeechleſs on Sabrina's neck he hung, 
Silently gazing on her various charms ; 
Then, claſping Joſeph in his grateful arms, 
He cry'd—O how ſhall Potiphar repay 
Thy ſervices of this alarming day 9 
But deeds, not words, my gratitude ſhall prove, 
Thou dear deliv'rer of my blooming love. 
Henceforth the captain and his beauteous bride, 
In acts of favour with each other vied, [ crown, 
Their modeſt champion's name which moſt ſhould 
With general honours, and deſerv'd renown ; 


Whilſt with fidelity and zeal to heav'n, 


He us'd that pow'r which Potiphar had giv'n ; 


Did 


| L. &F 
Did mildly govern, and diſcreetly guide, 
As pious fouls in human frames preſide 58401 
His beauty, youth, and innocence inſpires 
Sabrina's mind with criminal deſires; | 
Whilſt duteous offices but fann'd: the flame, 
That burnt within the diſſipated dame; 
Where ſanguine paſſions, quick and unreftrain'd 
By virtue (child of grace) deſpotic reign'd ; 
Honour in vain ſuggeſts her feeble claim, 
Exalted rank, and yet unſullicd fame ; 
Thoſe but ſuſpend, not quench: the raging fires, 
That ſcorch her boſom with unchaſte deſires ; 
Thence modeſty's thin veil at length withdrawn, 
Her guilty paſſion ſhe reſolv'd to own. 
O virtue ! noble bias of the ſoul, _ 
That ne'er dearades it to the weak controul 


Of ſcrutinizing man, or mortals blame, 


But greatly ſcorn'ſt the path that leads to ſname; 


Thou, delegate of heav'n, with ſkill cefin'd, 
New point'ſt each paſſion of the human mind; 
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Above fame's ſummit doſt ſupport thy reign; | 


The high-born wretch that rolls in guilt and gold, 


They from the ſoul eraze each ſtamp divine, 


All hallow'd purity ! thy ſway inſpires 
Beneath thine influence, hid in two-fold night, 


Deriv'd from thence, in ſecret and abroad, | 


At once darts through the ſpacious earth and ſkies, 


2 
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Where idle honour ſhrinks, thy ſons diſdain; 
Their ſteady eyes with juſt contempt behold 


And does man's native dignity debaſe, 
To ſhare in pleaſures with the brutal race; 


Wallowing in ſenſuality as ſwine, 


And barter (while on ſordid huſks they feaſt) 


Heav'n's lineage, for the portion of a beaſt. 
Magnificent contempt of baſe deſires ; 
No ſecret crime braves heav'n's all- piercing ſight; 


The ſphere-tun'd ſoul approves itſelf to God, 


Who, with one glance of his pervading eyes, 


Tries ev'ry heart, and with a ſingle ken, 
Sees all the bafe and virtuous thoughts of men ; 
3 He 
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He now beheld the lewd Egyptian fair, 

And Joſeph's danger from her ſubtile ſnare ; 
Then IR th' attendant meſſengers of light, 
Selected Gabriel to direct his flight © 

To earth, and through the Hebrew exile's ſoul, 
Breathe odours, this temptation to controul, 

In a kind dream, th' impending ſnare diſplay, 

And give him ſtrength proportion'd to his day. 
Obedient to th' Eternal's high beheſt, 

The ſeraph binds, with glowing ardour preſt 

His golden-pinions on, which in the blaze 

Of plumage, burniſh'd with celeſtial rays ; 
Through glory's gallery he ſwiftly wav'd, 

By ſuns illum'd, and glitt'ring planets pav'd ; 
Round the young patriarch's couch bade virtue 
And gave his foul a draught of bliſs TE [ ſhine, 
Then led back fancy to his daily cares, | 

The conduct of lord Potiphar's affairs; 

Buſied therein, he ſaw a hand prepare, 


Of golden wire, a formidable ſnare, 
I 2 Which 


1 1 
Which ſo effectually inclos'd his feet, 
As to forbid a proſpect of retreat; | 
A ſweet melodious voice at length there broke, 
And thus from the etherial regions ſpoke : 
O Joſeph ! favour'd ſon of Jacob's race, 
In Iſrael's God thy firm affiance place, 
For conflicts great thy youth he has deſign'd, 
Then ever bear him in thy conſtant mind ; 
On ſtrength omnipotent ſtill fix thy ſoul, 
And thou ſhalt break this captivating goal. 
God of my fathers! pious Joſeph cry'd, 


In whoſe aſſiſtance I alone confide, 


For his dear ſake, receiye my fervent prayer, 

[| Whom, fore all worlds were made, thou dial er 
[! The lawleſs pow'r of Satan's rage to quell, [pare 
Bind him in chains, and ſhut the gates of hell; 

| | Command dehy' rance from thy throne on high, 

| And bid thy ſervant ev'ry ſnare defy. 

| 1 Than calling everlaſting might to aid, 


Therein one vigorous effort he eſſay'd, 
Which 


O00 OGG 41) oi A ĩ˙•»——— WA —— — _—— — — — tͤ — — — þ — — — rr *＋ 23 
— a : SN tide oe EI, = a en is ET CE +. 2 - In” 
— ' 
— 3 


L 6« ] 
| Which burſt the ſhining trap's incloſive bound, 
And from its ſpell he quick redemption found. 
Soon morn did in her virgin beauties riſe, 
And mildly dawn upon his opening eyes, 
Which to his God he rais'd, from terrors free, 
In praiſe for peace divine, and liberty. 
Integrity his every act expreſs'd, 

Whate'er he did was eminently bleſs'd ; 

Upon his wiſdom Potiphar rely'd, 

And all he had did to his care confide. 

With ſweet humility and mildneſs join'd, 
Gently inherent in the-well-poiz'd mind, 
This proſp'rous tranquil day he did enjoy, 
From bitter mixture free, and baſe alloy ; 
Jacob and Benjamin alone had pow'r, 

To interſperſe it with the penſive hour; 

Oft abſence from two relatives ſo dear, 

Call'd forth the filent, ſacred, tender tear; 
No foreign paſſions could his mind enthral, 


Nor ſhake the firm compoſure of his ſoul ; 


Love 


„„ 
Love filial and fraternal did combine, 
Which bears th' impreſſion of the hand divine, 
| And at the greateſt diſtance warm extihds | 
The mind to converſe with her abſent friends ; 
Heav'n's gift in Eden, pleaſures to enſure, 
When man was innocent, and nature pure; 
Whence thoſe its image moſt intenſely prove, 
Whoſe boſoms elow with kind conſanguine love. | 
Well if the workings of Sabrina's breift, 
No other ſway had but her lord's confeſs'd ; 
And ſhar'd the peace that conſcious virtue gave, 
With her devoted, artleſs, Hebrew ſlave ; 
Her lawleſs paſſions in diſorder rage, 
Which baffle art and medicine to aſſwage; 
Fondly her unſuſpecting lord effay'd _ 
To chace the gloom which on her viſage prey'd; 
The moſt renown'd preſcriptions fail'd to eaſe, 
And chearfulneſs Joſt all its power to pleaſe, 


She company refrain'd, the court forſook, 


For the green bow'r, and cently running brook : 


No 


63 ] 
No converſe entertain'd the penſive fair, 
But what the too attractive youth did ſhare, 
When he whole hours rehears'd at her command, 
The ways and cuſtoms of his native land; 
Thoſe ſcaſons only could her gloom beguile, 
And dreſs her face in an approving ſmile. 
One ſummer's eve unto the vernal grove, 
Rural retirement, form'd for ſcenes of love, 
Supported by his arm and guardian care, 
She walk'd to taſte the renovating air; 
With wild diſorder ſparkling in her eye; 
Her features glowing with a crimſon die, 
With falt'ring voice, ſhe cry'd, Dear lovely youth, 
Pattern of honour, tenderneſs, and truth, 
The ſoft effuſions of your mind declare; 
Inſenſibility can't harbour there; 
My preference to you my acts make plain, 
And if you cannot fondly love again, 
And this kind opportunity embrace, 


I ſtill muſt rue the day I ſaw your face. 
5 | Then 
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Then lean'd her head upon his ſnowy breaſt, 


And in a flood of tears her ſhame expreſs'd. 
The Hebrew's guardian angel ready arm'd, 
With virtue's glow his conſtant boſom warm'd, 
Its dictates reſolutely to fulfil, 
Nor ſtop to heſitate 'twixt good and ill; 
Then, with fix'd looks, which teſtified ſurpriſe, 
Reverence and pity blended in his eyes; 


Madam (he ſaid) the preference you gave, 


To me, your humble, your unworthy ſlave, 


Were ill beſtow'd, if in my mind had place, 
One diſtant wiſh might tend to your diſgrace : 
Be the baſe thought to wrong by me abhor'd, 


The deareſt int'reſts of my gen'rous lord ; 


With pleaſure I'll obey your joint commands, 


Your mutual welfare's ſafe within my -hands : 
But, as my duty bids, let me relate j 


The bane of nature's inoffenſive ſtate, 


Which Shem's deſcendants ever keep in view, 


Tho' Ham's, perhaps, the ſtory never knew : — 
When 


+83 * 

When our firſt parents wav'd the lilly wand 
Of innocence from the all- forming hand; 
Their peaceful breaſts no evil bias found; 
But all Was harmony on Eden's ground 3 
| Perpetual ſpring the bliſsful garden chear'd; 
And ev'ry beauty to the eye appear d. 
The Deity, munificent, divine, 
Said, Adam, all thine eye beholds is thine 
For thy delight I form'd the vernal bowers, 
Salubrious herb, ripe fruits; and fragrant flowers; 
Whate'er the fertile earth ſhall hence produce, 
I freely give to thy unſparing uſe ; 
One tree alone (whoſe leaves by fruits lie hid, 0 
Attractive fruits) I to thy touch forbid ; 
That fatal tree, O Adam, come not nigh, 
For on the day thou eat'ſt theteof thou'lt die. 
Incautious Eve was in an evil hour 
Prevail'd upon by the apoſtate pow'r, _ 
To pluck the fruit, and by inſidious breath, 
Allure her huſband to the threaten'd death. 

K Their 
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Their mutual guilt; inſtant conviction bore, 


Each countenance a gloomy aſpect wore ; 

For tranquil peace horrors their breaſts inſpir'd; 
And nature's beauties more than half retir'd ; 
Thick clouds began t' obſcure the ſmiling ſky, 
With fears alarm'd, they knew not where to fly; 
The fruits of guilt their trembling ſteps purſue, 
The beaſts their tameneſs loſt, the flow'rs their hue, 


And more, their diſobedient ears to wound, 


They heard the trumpet of Jehovah ſound ; 


Amidſt the garden, at the cloſe of day, 
The awful mandate utter'd, * come away !” 
Think not, delinquents, to eſcape the rod, 


Bear ye the ſentence of an injur'd God, 


Your pilgrimage on earth to toil and mourn; 


And then unto your native duſt return; 
From crimes like theſe I'm warn'd by heav'n to flee; 
You are, my lady, the forbidden tree ; 
Your lovely perſon, and alluring face, 
Are confecrated to my lord's embrace ; 
| 4 I would 


. 

J would not, by the ſmalleſt act offend 

8o kind a maſter, and ſo great a friend; 

Much leſs a ſnare to wound his honour ſpread, 
And dare to violate his marriage bed ! 

In which was you, my lady, to comply, | 

J were a villain of the deepeſt dye; 

And you yourſelf, when reaſon took the lead, 
Would execrate me for the treach'rous deed ; 
I could not this ungrateful rebel prove, 

To the profuſion of my maſter's love, 

My benefactor, patron, parent, friend; 

Nor can I thus my father's God offend. 

I love you, madam, with ſincere reſpect, | 


And would not wound your honour, but protect 


5 Your ſpotleſs virtue, and unſullied fame, 


And ſhield your mind from late remorſe and ſhame. 


Let reaſon reaſſume her native ſeat, 
And bid the wand'ring paſſions all retreat, 


This devious, tranſient meteor then will ceaſe, 


So fatal to tranquillity and peace. 
K 2 Thus 
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Thus long attentive ſtood the liſt ning fair, 

When, with a ſtedfaſt look and penſive air, 

| She faid, O Joſeph ! you've contriv'd with art 
Peculiar to your adamantine heart, 

A fictious tale, adapted to evade 
T he oyertures my fond affections made; 
Or does ſome favꝰ'rite maid, the truth confeſs, 
The warmeſt wiſhes of thy ſoul poſſeſs ? 

If ſo, dear blooming youth, be her's and mine, 
And I will be lord Potiphar's and thine. 
No fictious tale, nor highly-favour'd maid, 


My tongue has tutor'd, nor my heart betray d; 
Conſeience, celeſtial monitor within, 
Bids me beware of this accurſed ſin; wh . 
And to my view my ſiſter's ſtains does hold, 
Which were in lines of royal blood enroli'd ; 
She, young and yain, did at my father's hand, 


A gandy train of menials once demand ; 


This'grant obtain'd, of her indulgent- fire, 


In gay parade, and elegant attire, | 


At 


[ 6 J 
Ac a rich banquet, in a neighbouring ſtate, 
Incautious ruſh'd upon her early fate ; 
Whence grief has mark'd her its inceſſant prey, 
Remorſe and ſorrow fade her bloom away : 
Amongſt the multitude of great and gay, 
Who grac'd the ſplendour of this feſtive day, 
| Were Shechem, rayal Hamor's youthful heir, 
And beauteous Tamar, indiſcreet as fair : 
Who did my ſiſter from the crowd ſelect, 
By courteſy, and fingular reſpect ; 
At her requeſt the inoffenſive maid 
A fatal viſit to that princeſs paid; 
Where the young prince, by ev'ry condinfding art, 
Strove t impreſs with love her virgin heart; 
Entreaties, prayers, and flowing tears conſpire 
In vain, to win her to his lewd deſire; 
Finding at length each ſoothing effort fail, 
Over her ſtubborn virtue to prevail, 
And all the powers of love could not perſuade, 


By force he triumph'd o'er the hapleſs maid ; 
Net 
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Yet lov'd her with an unabating flame, 


And treated tenderly the ruin'd dame; 


By varied acts of fondneſs ſtill he trove, 

Daily to manifeſt increaſing love ; 

Whoſe oft repeated inſtances impreſt 

With grateful ſympathy her gentle breaſt : 

The ſplendour now which Dinak could not ſhare, 


Became too trivial for her Shechem's care; 1 


In regal ſtate without her, he muſt own 


A crown oppreſſive, and a vacant throne; 


Therefore implor'd his fire, to ſ weeten life, 
Iſrael's fair daughter for his legal wife; 

The king's diſpatches to my father went, 

To know the terms of Iſrael's conſent, 

Who by a counſel of his ſons reply'd, 

If injur'd Dinah was young Shechem's bride, 


That realm ſhould to the Hebrew laws conform, 


Or Jacob's ſeed his citadel would ſtorm ; 


| Reſcue their ſiſter from the prince's hand, 


And lay in waſte their deſolated land. 


Hamor 


1 7 ] 

Hamor with Shechem readily complies, 

Each male throughout their ſtate to circumciſe z_ 
All ranks the royal mandate did obey, 

To ſolemnize their prince's nuptial-day ; ; 

But two of Iſrael's ſons, incens'd, in rage 
Vindictive, wiſh'd in carnage to engage; 
Simeon and Levi led a choſen band, 

Cull'd from our menial train to Shechem's land,; 
Whoſe martial poſture, and high-buroiſh'd arms 
Obſcur'd the feſtive day with dread alarms; 

All unprepar'd, they fell an eaſy prey, 

Whilſt laughter mark'd th' intrepid Hebrew's way; 
The prince and king at once reſign'd their breath, 
And in the palace royal met their death; 
Torrents of blood they caus'd to flow around, 

And burnt the regal city to the ground : 

This horrid maſſacre uncleanneſs brought, 
This conflagration love unlawful wrought. 


Think, madam, what (if but a ſiſter's ſtains, | 


Awak'd ſuch vengeance in thoſe ſimple ſwains, 
Wirh 
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A city, and depopalite a realm; 
| Deſpiſe the widow's ſhriek, and orphan” s crys” 


And in imperial gore their weapons dye) 


* 


With blood, unnat'ral deluge! to o'erwheln. 1 


- 


Would Potiphar, general of Pharoah's hoſt, 


His country's champion, and his monarchꝰs boaſt, 


| Inflict upon th' audacious wretch's head, 


Who dar'd defile his honourable bed? 

She anſwer'd not, but ſlowly home return d; 
Alternately her beating boſom burn' d 

With love and indignation, fear hd ſhame ; 
Whilſt Joſeph's glow'd with virtue's lambent flame: 
T* indulge her gloomy thoughts, ſhe ſoon retir'd ; 
His, wing'd with zeal; unto his God tranſpir d. 
When royal Pharoah's birth- day bade refort 

His lords and nobles to th' Egyptian court, 


Sabrina, clad in elegant array, 


Her pomp to manifeſt; and charms diſplay, 


(By coſtly art augmenting nature's bloom) 


Sent for the Hebrew to her ſplendid room, 
| There 


. 1 ED 
There to teceive his abſent lord's commaiids, 
Which he'd committed to his lady's hands; 
tte, with reluAant heart; and tardy pace, 
Mild bluſhes glowing in his lovely face, 
Approach'd th imperious dame, who thus began: 
And are you come at laft ? ungrateful man 
My love and fond entreaties to withſtand ? 
I ſu'd you once, but now 1 will command; 
Leet not religious nonſenſe interfere; . 
No deity but pow'rful love is here 5 


Who's pleas'd when to his golden throne aſpires 
The fragrant incenſe of young lover's fires, » | 
What is this icy God to whom you pray ? 
A power whom none but dotards would obey 3 | 


A God who'd not to youth its joys afford, 

Were ſure to be deteſted, not ador'd ; 

Virtue's a whim, infus'd into the mind 

By education of the coatſer kind; 

For ſure, if there's a God that rules above; 
He muſt; my Joſeph; be the God of love 5 | 
ok L 
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No more, dear youth, his bounteous favours flight; 


When honours ſue, and beauty does invite ; 


Nor yet again thoſe proffer'd charms diſdain, 


Princes &er now have languiſh'd for in vain ; - 


Relieve: my tortur'd heart without delay, 
Or you ſhall fall to my revenge a prey. 
Madam! he ſaid, excuſe the falling tear; 
Gibbets and dungeons are not Joſeph's fear ! 
From criminality. my ſoul does , 
And Potiphar betray'd my heart does mourn. | 
The God I ſerve's no idol, ſtock a | 


Our ſofteſt whiſpers echo to his throne ; - 


He tries the deep receſſes of each thought, 


And evꝰry act is into judgment brought; 


No ſecret deed ſcapes his all- piercing view, 
Within his ſight J can't this evil do. 

A purple ſcarf the lovely Hebrew deck'd, 
Emblem ſuperb of his kind lord's reſpect, 


Which, when with force her furious paſſion drew, 


He diſengeg'd, and from her preſence flew. _ 
9 Hence 
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Hence hatred, rage, and malice diſpoſſeſs'd 
Love's ſoft emotions in Sabrina's breaſt ; 

She fell deſtruction, with vindictive arms, 
Implor'd, to venge her thus rejected charms ; 
O'er life and liberty to ſpread her ſway, 

And cruſh that virtue ſhe could not betray ; 

By arts infernal wound celeſtial truth, 

And bind in cruel chains the once-lov'd youth. 
At Potiphar's return, with ſubtile heart, 

Vile cunning, and premeditated art, 

She ſaid, By thee, my much- lov'd, injur'd lord, 
Be the vile ſlave thou bought'ſt henceforth abhor'd, 
Th' audacious Hebrew hath your kindneſs led, 
T' aſpire to ſhare with you your marriage bed; 
At noon into my room he rudely broke, 

And in bold words his daring purpoſe ſpoke ; 

By all the means a traitor could invent, 

He ſtrove t' allure me to his baſe intent; 

But when he found my indignation | warm, 

And fear'd my rage your houſhold would alarm, 
12 1 


For the careſſes of unlawful love; 


Stranger to treachery and black defign, 


046 1 


He left . upon your unſtain'd bed, 1 


And full of guilt th? i ingrate villain fled. 
Delighted with Sabrina's innocence, 
And fir d with rage at Jofeph's bold offence, 


The culprit's ſummon'd to the general's bar, 
| Stern as the fabled deivy of war; | 


With voice tremendous, and tyrannic air, 

He utter'd, Vile ungrateful wretch! prepare, 

The rude embrace of rattling chains to prove, 
On the cold earth ſhalt thou recline thine head, 


Inſtead of climbing to my purple bed ; 
And fome new puniſhment ſhalt daily bear, 


For thy prefumption to my injur'd fair, 


Pity that open mien, with ſtudied art, 

Should hide ſo diabolical an heart; 

Thine honeſt looks the worthleſs might believe, 
Thoſe not much better than thyſelf deceive ; 
Well, then, impoſe upon this foul of mine, 


Th' un- 


„ 
Th! undaunted youth did ſteadily reply, 
Dungeons and chains, my lord, I can defy; 
Death, on this charge, can't pierce my ſoul with 
pain, wg 
But your diſpleaſure I cannot ſuſtain ; 
My g gen 'rous maſter, kind protector, friend ! ! 
I nc'er in thought nor deed did once offend; 
My God will, in due time, my conduct clear, 
And make my accuſer's guilt at large appear. 
No proteſtations could his fate avail, 
To gain him reſpite from a horrid jail 
With orders ſent by his relentleſs lord, 
For heavieſt i irons, and the cloſeſt ward. 
Gabriel, bright guardian to the baniſh'd youth 
(To fortify his mind with grace and truth) 
On this event aſcended to the {ky, 
Swifter by far than forked lightnings fly; 
Jehovah's orders to receive at large, 
To mitigate the ſuff rings of his charge: 
. Thirza 
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7 hirza ® and Rachel * gentle ſpirits, ben d, 

(Paſſing o'er Memphis on a golden cloud) 

Jo be ſpectators of his rigid fate, 

When he arriv'd within the priſon gate ; 

Affection mov'd the lovely aerial pair, 

To ſtop, and breathe ambroſial fragrance there; 
With ſweets celeſtial chear the dungeon's gloom, 
T's footls his ſorrows; und ally his doom. 

O Thirza, how obſcure in mortal life 
(Said hoary Iſrael's dear departed wife) 

Is th' Almighty's intricate deſign, 

Each mazy path of purpoſes divine; 5 
Who, through this providence, would think, is led 
My captiv'd ſon to be his brethren's head? 

Or that the lovely priſoner would feed | 
In future, and protect the choſen ſeed? 

The archers ſore have galld my virtuous boy, 

But 2 855 God forbids them to deſtroy : ; 


. The wife of Shem. + Joſeph's mother, 


La 1 
He makes thy bow in firength ſtill to abide, 


Whence o'er thine enemies thou ſhalt preſide; : 
Dear honourable Jacob, didſt thou know 

The agonies of thy beloved's woe, 

How would the torrid flood of anguiſh roll 

| Her ſwelling ſurges o'er thy ſinking ſoul ! 

| And more than death his ſuff*ring life impart, 
Its barbed ſhafes to thy paternal heart : 

Still may the kind deception o'er thee reign, 
That long e'er now is finiſh'd all his pain; 
Patience and faith my darling's ſoul poſſeſs, 
Till he in Egypt riſe to rule and bleſs. 

Says 'Thirza, Thoſe deſign'd for regal rule, 

Are often lefſon'd in affliction's ſchool; 
Adverſity experienc'd, doth impreſs 

Kind ſympathy, and pity for diſtreſs; 

Thoſe ills that for thy fav'rite now combine, 
Will make his proſp'rous day refulgent ſhine ; | 
His grandeur eaſy, in his future truſt, 


His candour great, and his deciſions juſt ; 
On 
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On virtueꝰs ſide, dear offspring, ſtill appear, b 
Nor think thy God's inſtructions too ſevere ; 
When the kind end thy grateful ſoul ſurveys, 
Thy heart ſhall bound with gratitude and praiſe; 
Thus thoſe fir ſpirits aerial converſe run, 
And Rachael bleſs'd again her darling ſon ; 
Then from the haunts of men did gently riſe; 
And reaſſum'd their manſions in the ſkies, 
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HEN fable night ſpread forth her black 
domain, | 

Unuſual darkneſs o'er the land did reign ; 
Nor moon, nor ſtar, commiſſion'd from on high, 
With one faint gleam inum'd the concave ſky ; 
Chorion, the jailer, thro” the drizzling air, 
Beheld a radiant form, ſupremely fair, 
Who did in ſuch ſtupendous glory ſhine, 
As ſpoke the ſplendid viſitant divine ; ; 
Near to th*. aſtoniſh*d keeper s tow'r he drew, 
His flowing train of pure celeſtial hue, 
A tranſient glimpſe of heav'nly radiance gave, 
As he paſs'd by to cheer the Hebrew ſlave. 
Some deity, enraptur'd Chorion cry'd, 


Who does with injur'd innocence reſide, © 
1 And 
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And deigns in dens with virtuous ſouls to dwell, 
Vouchſafes a viſit to this loathſome cell ; 
See, to the ſtranger's ward he glides along, 
Which ſpeaks his accuſation baſe and wrong 5 
The holy gods will never condeſcend 
To viſit guilt, and wickedneſs befriend. 
Sweet youth, thy chains no longer ſhalt thou bear, 
Nor aught ſhall hurt thee under Chorion's care. 

Gabriel accoſted Joſeph in his cell, 
Hail, favour'd ſon of hoary Iſrael ! 
Fear not; I'm Gabriel, whom thou oft haſt wad 
O'er legions of bright angels am prefer'd ; 
In great Jehovah's preſence I abide, 
And am appointed for thy guardian guide 
I've ſeen thy perſecutions, known thy pains, 
And with celeſtial pity view'd thoſe chains; : 
Twas E thine aerial kinſman, Abel, ſent, 
To comfort thee when in the cavern pent ; . 
When your fond miſtreſs tempted, I was by, 


And watch'd your conqueſt with attentive eye: 
No 


- Ew 
No fruits of guilt are your immediate woes, 

So ſhall you be deliver'd from your foes; 

Thus far your God permits them to extend, 

But here their rage and perſecutions end; 

No more for venerable Jacob grieve, 

His laſt kind bleſſing thou ſhalt yet receive, 

In this ſtrange land ſhalt yield his need ſupplies, 
And here your hand ſhall cloſe his aged eyes: 
Soon Potiphar, who now thy fear alarms, 

Muſt rouſe to quell th' Ethiopian arms, 

On Pharoah's frontiers, when that conqueſt's won, | 
No more he'll ſeek the life of IfraePs ſon . 

He yet your virtuous conduct ſhall commend, 

And glory in the title of your friend ; 

Sabrina, penitent, ſhall own her crime, 

But this, my Joſeph, is a work of time, 

Mean while your father's God ſill keep in view, . 
And wich a perfect heart his laws purſue ; 

Your keeper will be gentle, tender, kind, 


To fayour you I have his heart inclin'd 3 
M 2 Within 


Within theſe priſon walls thou ſhalt be free, 
And everlaſting peace abide with thee, 

Son of th' eternal covenant, he ſaid, 

Then veil'd in darkneſs his refulgent head, 

Soon as the ſplendid meſſenger of light 

Departed from the admiring patriarch's ſight, 
He Chorion, the aſtoniſh'd keeper, ſaw 
Approach his cell with reverential awe, 

With falt'ring accent, Sir, he ſaid, I own 
Your treatment rough; but had your Chorion known 
Your worth, when in my care you firſt was plac'd, 
Thoſe irons rude had ne'er your limbs diſgrac'd; 
From thoſe reſtraints you are this moment free, 
And my apartment you ſhall ſhare with me, 
The friendly jailer, to the Hebrew ſlave, 
The pleaſing charge of all his pris'ners gave; 
Mongſt whom (to wait the near tribunal day) 
Two chief domeſtics of great Pharoah lay; 
Florillo did the royal goblet bear, 
And Lebonah the rich deſert prepare; 


| TT 

An illneſs which his doctor's judgment faild 
To fathom, ſuddenly the king affail'd, 
Whence 'twas pronounc'd they'd hid ſome: mixture 
In the rare viand, or the ſmiling bowl; I foul 
_ Joſeph's affectionate prophetic mind, | 
Their ſorrows ſhar'd, their innocence divin'd, 5 
And did by ev'ry action kind extend 
The favour of a ſympathizing friend. 
One ſummer's morning in his uſual way, 
To riſe and bleſs with the returning day, ü 
Deſpair from ev'ry boſom to expel, 
And with his converſe chear each gloomy cell ; 
He found thoſe captives fill'd with diſcontent, 
Within their den in heavy ſadneſs pent; 
By pity mov'd, he aſk'd what added woe, 
Made their tongues falter, and their eyes o'erflow, 
Tend'ring the utmoſt efforts in his pow'r 
| To aid and council in the trying hour; 
Florillo cry'd, The gods muſt heal our grief, 
Them, Sir, alone, can yield our minds relief; 3 

: Long 


a. Sh. 


1 
Long your kind viſits and demeanor mild, 


| Have ſooth'd our ſorrows, and our cares beguibd, 


Dreams ominous now wake our numb' ri ng fears, 


And bid our trembling ſouls diſſolve in tears. 


| Obſcure to mortals is the gods” 1 intent, 


And wrapt in myſtery's this great event : 

Laſt night, aſleep upon my priſon bed, 

A vine, in three luxuriant branches ſpread, - 
Methought I ſaw in great abundance ſhoot, 
Bloſſom, and bear the moſt delightful fruit; 
Thoſe ripe preſented low at my command, | 
In Pharoah's cup I preſs'd them with my hand, 


And gave the king the melloweſt draught of wine 


He ever taſted from the grateful vine: 

This dream I know does ſome important end, 

Same great, ſome ſingular event portend ; 

I never wiſh'd my royal maſter ill, 

Whate'er's my fate, may Pharoah flouriſh ſtill, 
My friend, ſaid Joſeph, let thy ſorrows ceaſe, 


Heav'n bids me ſpeak the meſſage of its peace ; 
| The 


Lal 


it 

The vine abounding in luxuriance, ſhews 
The bleflings God on worthleſs men beſtows, 
Whoſe fruits in ſocial friendſhip minds employ, 
And turn our melancholy thoughts to joy: 
The branches are three days, wherein thoul't riſe 
To grace and favour in thy monarch's eyes ; 
When in thy former ſtation, think on me, 
Who am impeach'd as wrongfully as thee ; 
Procure from royal Pharoah my releaſe, 
And Iſrael's God ſhall give thee laſting peace. 

On Lebonah's ſad ſoul faint hope did gleam, 
From the kind import of F Jorilla's dream; 
For as one cauſe their freedom did involve, 
He thought one ſentence muſt their fates reſolve ; 
Thence fſaid—I thought I bore upon my head, 
Three baſkets, of the whiteſt oſier made, 
For Pharoah's royal table to prepare 
The taſteful viand, and each ſervice rare; 
The upper baſket was with plenty ſtor'd 


Of ſav'ry bak'd meats, for my prince's board, 
| | Which, 
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Which, 'ſpite of all the caution 1 employs, / 
Was quickly by rapacious birds deftroy'd. 

Your caſe, the pious youth reply'd, I own; © 


Makes my heart ſhudder, and frail nature groan ; 


Your ſorrows, friend, I dare not mitigate, 
Infinite juſtice has decreed your fate ; 

This righteous deſtiny you cannot ſhun, 
Nor from the fix'd determination run; 
Within three days, in royal Pharoah's name, 
His broken laws your forfeit life ſhall claim 
Your head firſt ſever'd, on a gibbet high 


While hov'ring birds of prey that float the air 
For daily food, your putrid fleſh ſhall ſhare : 


How you incur'd is ſtill unknown to me, 


From an unerring God, this juſt decree ; 


Call on his name, whilſt yet he may be found, 


Uſe well your moments whilſt on praying ground, 


Though deſperate your lot, his mercy's great, 


His anger deprecate, his peace entreat, 


Who 


C1; 

Who turns not from the vileſt of the vile; 
But views the contrite with a gracious ſmile; 
Sharp pangs the trembling convict's boſom fill'd, 
And from his eyes a plenteous ſhow'r diſtil'd; 

— May, then cry'd he, a bold tranſgreſſor fly 
For pardon to th' offended gods on high? 

Who, tho? the king condemns without a cauſe; 
Am juſtly, ſentenc'd by their righteous laws; 
Guilt cannot hide from ſcrutiny divine, 

Whoſe two-fold vengeance follows crimes like mine. 
By birth a Lybian, diſſolute and wild, 

Pleaſures alone my early thoughts beguil'd ; 

With ſenſual companions idly gay, 

I ſ{quander'd wealth and precious time away; 

My brother Oſmyn equally had heir'd, 

And jointly Obed's patrimony ſhar'd 

With me, who (by exceſſes) brought diſgrace, 

And meagre want ſoon ſtaring in my face; 

Oſmyn made truth and honour's clue his choice; 


Attended ſolid reaſon's gentle voice ; 


N With 
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With equal caution ſhun'd the harlot's den, 
And haunts prophane of diſſipated men; 
For giddy joys he ne'er was known to roam, 

He virtue claſp'd, and ſmiling peace at home; 
Within his breaſt thoſe ſprings of bliſs he found, 


Whence plenty and renown meander'd round: 


My eager feet here found a piercing goad, 


To urge their race in vice's ſpreading road; 


Thoſe acts were his which does eſteem create, 


And every year augmented his eſtate, 

To which by right of law I mult ariſe, 

On honour'd Obed's virtuous ſon's demiſe ; 
This diſtant period did with charms appear, 


Which my malignant ſoul would fain draw near; 


And wiſh'd ſome violent diſtemper rife, 


Or accident would cut his thread of life ; 
Alone reftrain'd by timid fear to draw 

The gods revenge, and weight of human law 
Down on my head, or I remorſeleſs would 


Have drench'd my greedy hands in Oſmyn's blood; 


At 


E 
At length, aſſiſted by a woman vile, 
Lewd devotee to ſtratagem and guile, 
Who made unguarded innocence her prey, 
And revell'd life in ſcenes of guilt away; 
I ſnatch'd death's ruthleſs ſcythe from tardy time, 
And by flow poiſon cropt him in his prime; 
Then banquetted upon the glitt'ring ſpoil, 
The fruits of his frugality and toil ; 
Each morning's light impeach'd my active pow'rs, 
And ſhone the witneſs of new ſlaughter'd hours; 
Caught in adultery with another's wife, | 
To hide our ſhame I ſeiz'd the huſband's life, 
Then bore my reeking poignard to my bed, 
Whence balmy ſleep to innocence was fled ; 
Unuſual terrors ſwell'd the train of night, 
Whoſe ſables ſunk beneath a radiant light ; 
Its burſting ray around th' apartment ſhone, 
And ſtruck my ſoul with dread before unknown ; 
Cloſe to my bed my vicingd brother ſtood, ¶ blood? 
Saying, wilt thou ne'er have done with guiltleſs 
N 2 | For 
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T- me 
For blended ſtreams thy rav'nous ſoul did thirſt, 
And mix'd their currents in thy brutal luſt, 


Which prompted to pollute thy neighbour's wife, 
And end his unſtain*d honourable life. 
Fear you'not God, to whom revenge belongs, 
Who hates injuſtice, violence, and wrongs? | 
With him whoſe ſmiles are heay'n, whoſe wrath is 
No unrepenting murderer can dwell : Chell, 
Can you no time to think, from guilt afford, 1 
On the tremendous audit of the Lord? 
Where you muſt ſoon appear, his love to ſhare, 
Or ceaſeleſs torments unabating bear; 
Your ſenſual pleaſureg can you not forego, 
For an exemption from eternal woe ? 
And by repentance ſoar to bliſs divine ? 
This awful choice, O Lebonah ! is thine ; | 
Riſe, guilty man, and in ſome diſtant land, 
Elude the reach of man's avenging hand; 
But heav'n, remember, will purſue thee there, 


And for thy ſcourge its iron rod prepare, 


Unleſs 


tp k . ß I I I T 


So 


{#1 
Unleſs thou doſt repent e'er *tis too late, 
The human laws thy life ſhall terminate; 
And rage divine torment thy uncloth'd ſoul, 
Whilſt countleſs ages everlaſting roll: 
The ſhining viſion lefſen'd to my ſight, 
And left me wrapt again in ſhades of night, 
Whoſe dark majeſtic pomp with awe impreſt, 
And trembling agonies, this vicious breaſt; 
Yet could not my affrighted ſoul prepare 
Her pow'rs to lift the deprecating prayer; 
Safety alone my ev'ry thought inſpir'd, 
Whence to this realm I ſecretly retir'd ; 
Through various ſcenes, too tedious to relate, 
At length I climb'd to office in the ſtate, 
Where pleas'd and eaſy, I my days have ſpent, 
But not one hour unto reflection lent; 
Too late I ſee, immers'd in depths of guilt, 
Falſe hopes on temp'ral dignity are built; 
True honour only does ſecure the juſt, 


And ſcorns delinquents who abuſe her truſt ; 
e That 
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1 94 ] 
That howe'er ſweet to ſenſe each vicious joy, 


They ſmiling ſtab, and ſoothingly deſtroy ; 


Treach'rouſly planting deep their root within, 


For gall and wormwood are the fruits of fin; 


Of human juſtice it may fly the rod, 
But cannot *ſcape the vengeance of a God. 


On the third morn a pompous chariot came, 


Which held a rev'rend ſage, and beauteous dame, 


Whom art and nature deign'd alike to deck, 
A jetty contraſt grac'd her ſnowy neck; 
Sweet as the new-blown roſe, ſupremely fair, 
In pleaſing ringlets flow'd her auburn hair ; 
Her cheeks confeſs'd the roſe and lilly's hue, 
Her ſprightly eyes ſhone with a lovely blue. 


One tranſient glance made Joſeph's boſom own 


A new ſenſation for the fair unknown, 
Which gently revel'd in his inmoſt ſoul, 
A pleaſing pain, ſuperior to controul; £ 
Daily her image riſes to his view, 


And does the wand'ring reverie renew; 
(A ſtrange! 


Fog 1 

(A ſtranger to her quality and ſtate, 

Though all concur'd to ſpeak her lineage great) 
He ſigh'd, this hopeleſs paſſion I mult flee, 
The precious boon was ne'er deſign'd for me; 
She is in pomp and beauty's utmoſt prime, 
And I'm a pris'ner for a glaring crime; 

Whilſt ſtrong impeachments bind me to this ſpot, 
My truth and innocence avail me not. 

O! could I but my liberty regain, 

Were ſhe ſome damſel of our ſhepherds” train, 
How happy I ſhould paſs my hours away, 

And tend my bleating flocks the livelong day ; 
Whilſt ſhe, of all our plains around the pride, 

Sat ſweetly ſmiling by her lover's ſide ; 

As we together tripp'd the verdant lawns, 

I'd to her charge commit the tender fawns, 
When from Sol's fervent beams to gentler air, 
And ſhaded ſtreams we drove our fleecy care: 


At each return of kind relaxing eve, 


Our rural cottage would ney pleaſures give ; 
Within 
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[96] 
Within the bounds of that ferene retreat, 
I'd ſcorn whate' er th? ambitious world calls great, 
And from a nobler eminence look down 
On Egypt's treaſures, aid great Pharoah's crown. 


The fair, in whom ſuch various graces ſhone; 
Was only daughter to the ptince of On; 
High prieſt of Heliopolis, who came - 

To free Florilla in his ſov'reign's name; 

And reinſtate him by that monarch's grace, 
In all the honours of his former place: 550 
Whilſt hapleſs Lebonah, with conſcious dread, 


Was inſtantly to execution led. 


The butler, mix'd amongſt the courtly croud, 
With all his dignities again endow'd, 

Forgot his friend, in prifon cloſe confin'd, 

Till Pharoah's dreams recall'd him to his mind ; 
Which heav'n inſpir'd for ſingular deſigns, 


Above the reach of Pharoah's fam'd divines : 


Near to the river Nile he thought he ſtood, 


Viewing the ſportive monſters of the flood; 
| Whence 


I: 

Whente ſeven orten, of enormous fize; © | | 

Emerging, ſtruck th! aſtonifti d monarch's ee, 

Fat and well fed, from th' tranſparent flood / 

Which rütig' d for herbage in the enn 
wood; . 21 

Soon after follow'd ſeven other kins, 

Whoſe fleſh could ſcarce * looſen'd "_ Eotts 
ee | 5 

Bare as thelf ncldch'a bones they lald the eln 

and ſuddenly deftroy'd the verdure round; 

Then did thelr ſeven fellow Kine devour, 

But leah remaif'd, and hungry as before. 

Again he fancied, iti his fertile fields; 

amidſt the bleffitigs bounteous Cetes yields, 

Sev'n eats of corn ſprung up; whoſe loading grain 

Reclin'd their tow'ring heads to earth again; 

Belide them ſeven thin and blaſted ears, 

But chaff and duſt, unto his view I 

Which fall on, and devout tlie plenteous grain, 

Let thin and blaſted {till themſelves remain; , 
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A fight ſo ſtrange fill'd Pharoah with n 
And fleep diſcharg d from his aſtoniſh'd eyes; 


Th' interpretation in his dream was given, 


But from his mind 1 in the confuſion driven ; 5 

Vet an ideal clue the king retain'd, 6 

T0 guide his judgment when twas right . d. 

By the imperial mandate ſtraight conven'd; 

In prieſtly pomp his doctors all attend, 1 

Whilſt enſigns of their office trail behind; 

Theſe join t' amuſe the labouring monarch's mind, 

But their dumb idols could not form the tale, 

Nor on the cautious king their arts prevail; 
Whilſt tutor d divinations each devis'd, 

They were by Pharoah equally deſpis'd ; 

Whoſe rage was kindled, as he knew, aright : 

Not one explain'd his, viſion of the night, 

Florilla to his maſter's preſence broke, 2 

And humbly on his knee intenſely ſpoke: 

May th' Eternal God the king defend! | 

And never let great Pharoah's elory end ; 

1 n 
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Mildly may he on earth the ſceptre ſway, 


Then reign in regions of refulgent day; 

A wreath ref] plendent as the golden morn, 

In burniſh*d blaze there may thy brows adorn ; ; 
And whilſt on earth, propitious to my pray 1 
Let Pharoah's welfare be th* Eternal's care ! 
When a tranſgreſſor in your royal mind, 
And in yon priſon walls awhile confin'd, . 

A dream, with equal intricacy arm d. 
Your baker and myſelf one night alarm'd, 
And did againſt our peace their ſhafts diſplay, - 
As we next morn in wretched durance lay, 

A Hebrew youth, unjuſtly there confin'd, 
Within whoſe boſom glows an heav'nly mind; 80 *. 


To us their diff rent imports ſtrictly ſhew'd, 

With all the powers of a deputed God; WEE 

Taught me your clemency t' anticipate, 

And told your baker his impending fate 5 

If you'll admit him to your royal ſight, 

I doubt not he'll divine your dreams arignt. 
Oo TH i * * 
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'Th' impatient monarch inftant orders gave, 
For th enlargement of the Hebrew ſlave; 
Who, in. 2 plain : and modeſt garb array 9, 
Unto the royal preſence was convey'd ; 
As he with reverence appraach'd the throne, - 
His glowing cheeks with heighten'd graces hone ; 
And whilſt he did the monarch's pleaſure wait, 
Loud approbations fill'd the room of ſtate, 
Soon as his face imperial Pharoah ſpy' d, 
The ſign of friendſhip he ne'er wiſn d to hide, 5 
But from the throge reach d out his royal hand, 
And ſaid, Protection you may hence command: | 
Laft night, ber wings meand'ring fancy lent, 
And gave a prelude to ſome great event: 
'Th' important dreams, if right thou canſt divine, 
The rule of Egypt is deputed thine, 
With a ſerene, yet elevated air, 
He heard the king his wond'rous dreams declare, 
And beg their explanation plain and clear, 
Howe'cr repugnant to the royal ear, 


{ a 4, 5 
With dignity which human art tranſcends 
Th' patriarch to the pleading king attends :; 
Then ſaid, Be endleſs praiſe and glory givn, 
By Pharoah, to th' &'er-ruling king of heav n: 
Who, by this condeſcending favour; doun 
Pours gifts more permanent than Egypr's crown 
Earth's produce having laid in Pharoah's hands, 
And preſervatian of ſurrounding lands. 
By the ſev'n kine and corn alike are ſhewn, 
Such years of plenty as were never known 3 
The other ſey'n of each, lean, blaſted, thin, 
Seven years ſuch, famine as ne'er yet hath been; 
In which both ſeed and harveſt times ſhall ceaſe, 
And the whole earth refuſe to yield increaſe ; | 
The ſeven lean cattle and thin ears declare 
(By eating up the kindly fat and fair) 
The plenteous bearing years will not produce 
Sufficient for the enſuing ſeven's uſe; 
Unleſs by management and prudent care, © 
Jou for th' approaching ſcarcity prepare. 
5 N This 
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| [ 102 ] 
This revelation heav'n has not deſign d 
T. afflit my lord the king” s moſt royal mind; : 


Thy God does by this providence prepare, 
His people for a nurſing father scare; 
He, them to ſuccour from ning want, 


And, under him, nature's requirements grant, | 


To thee the gracious delegation brings, 
Pharoah, diſtinguiſh'd by the king of kings. 


The monarch with aſtoniſhment attends, 


Then quickly from his lofty throne deſcends, 
And with applauſe, affectionately preſt 


The blooming youth to his adoring breaſt; 
In thee important truth and wiſdom are, 
And in my dream twas thou who didſt appear, 


Preſented by the eternal God compleat, | 


To manage and direct a work ſo great! 


At thy diſcretion lie th' Egyptian ſtores, 
To govern and preſerve the land is yours, 
To Pharoah's wardrobe ta' en, ſuperbly dreſt, 


A chain of gold, a ROOMS purple veſt, IG 
| Inſtead 


_@ 

1 0 Ls] 1 

Inſtead of ignominious wreaths 4 dom, 4 j Fe. 

The chancellor of Egypt. now adorn. 1 | Fr 

Lord Potiphar, from conqueſt juſt retir d, b 1 

A private audience of the king requir d; | Rh 
Whate er, ſaid Pharoah, brings my general here, A 4 
He's ever welcome to the royal ear, . 1 ö i} 
In follow to my antichamber ſtraight, 9 | | 

So good a man, an officer ſo great; Wh 
With ingenuity bur ſeldom found, 1 
In any ſoil ſave ſterling honour's ground. 41 1 

The gen'ral to his foy'reign frankly gave 8 | 

(T' obtain the freedom of his injur'd ſlave) * | 
The ftory of Sabrina's unchaſte flame, | N | | 
And malice of the diſappointed dame. 1 
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He ſaid, had not the foe in hoſtile arms, 


„ 1 — 


Fil'd Egypt's frontiers with their dread alarms, 
He ſhould have ſacrific'd the convict's life 
Unto the repuls'd paſſion. of his wife; 
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But thank'd the gods, who kindly interven'd; 


And innocence from flaming vengeance ſcreen'd ; 
And 


0 J 


And beg d the fting beneath his wing to tale: 


The virtuous youth, for worth and donor J lake. ; 


Pharoah's attentive ſyrnpathetic mind, 
The deſtin'd victim inſtantly divin'd; 
Who ſoon attending at the king's requeſt, 
In dazzling ſplendour ſtruek His martial gueſt, 
Speeehleſs a while he wond' ring view'd his face; 
Then cry'd, „tis he!“ and ſprung to his embrace; 
Joſeph's whole ſoul with itiwatd pleaſute glou'd, 
Whilſt mutual ſtreams of cordial frietidſhip flow d; 
Which animated with redoubled force, 
(Receding from th' extravaſated courſe) | 
And ardently the general's paſſions mov'd, 
For one ſo long, ſo tetderfy belov'd: 
Can, then, ſaid he; my Joſeph eondeſcend; 
Again to call his perſecutor friend? 

And, like the God whoſe darling cate thou aft; 

Forgive Sabrina from thy inmoſt heart? 
When to admire thy worth my ſoul. doth riſe; 
And at thy virtues lift my wond'ring eyes; 

| Aloof 
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Aloof in pomp of g'ory all thy own, 
Thou dim'ſt the imperial luſtre of a throne. 
Poor frail Sabrina's penitence appears, 
In deep remorſe, and floods of contrite tears ; 
Her health's impair'd, her ſpirits quite decay, 
| And all her roſy beauties fade away; 

A burning fever racks her tender frame, 
And angry: conſcience lights her fiercer flame. 
Laſt night, ſhe cry'd, Before I ceaſe to live, 
Can my kind lord a wretch like me forgive ? 
And will the Hebrew, at her cloſe of life, 
Pardon the treach'ry of his maſter's wife ? 
Who pour'd her rage on his defenceleſs head, 
Becauſe he would not ſtain your marriage bed, 


What, I reply'd, is Joſeph not to blame? 


No my wrong'd lord, mine is the guilt and ſhame; 


When firſt I ſaw the charming Hebrew's face, 
Unchaſte deſires within my breaſt took place; : 
Increaſing till, with ev'ry riſing morn, 


Till you become the object of my ſcorn | 
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Your ev'ry act my heart did diſapprove, 
I hated where ſtrict duty bid me love; 
And lov'd, which heav'n forgive that I have done, 
The virtuous youth my duty bade me ſhun. 
I' allure his mind I ſpread forth all my charms, 
And try'd t' enſnare him to my guilty arms, 
And when I found thoſe artifices fail, 
By threats and rage attempted to prevail ; 
My ſmiles and menaces he ſtood unaw'd, 
Allegiance ſwore to you and to his God ; 
And when I ſtrove to force him to my bed, | 
He nobly loos'd the garb I held and fled. 
What reſtitution ſuff ring merit claims 
From ſlighted hive, and vengeful hate's extremes, 
Promiſe, my lord, before death cloſe my eyes, 
Then may my ſoul with hope aſcend the ſkies, 
To thoſe pure regions of unclouded day, 
Where Innocence with boldneſs wings her way; 
But crimes like mine hemm'd round with black 
Require a paſſport for admittance there; [deſpair, 
| In 
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In piety and virtue ſure there lies 
Some treaſure ſacred to the good and wiſe, 
Uniting to the Deity divine, 5 
Withheld from all ſuch carnal ſouls as mine ; 
Therefore, my lord, before J hence depart, 
Pronounce your pard on to my trembling heart.” 
Yes, I reply'd, my poor deluded wife, 
Dearer than honour, victory, or life; 
Thy frank confeſſion chimsa lenient hand, 
For penitence forgiveneſs doth demand ; 
Remorſe from thy dear boſom hence to chace, 


We'll claſp oblivion in this fond embrace; 


Your promis'd freedom ſooth'd her lab'ring breaſt, 


And kindly lull'd her mind to tranquil reſt ; 
Whence gently waking with th' opening morn, 
A pleaſing ſmile her features did adorn ; 

She then conjur'd me to confirm her peace, 
To haften, and procure your quick releaſe : 
But the great God, whoſe mind you repreſent, 


In juſt diſdain doth my deſign prevent; : 


P2 And 


2 n 


8 
3 


q - 
= *, 
EG — — 
* . 


— 


A * 
— — PY 


Fes! 2G 


- 4, 
— 
* 


1 
{459 
4} 
k 4 
* 
} 
4 #1 
TI'S! 
4 
1 


ee Canis.” - 
9 — ba - ? 
2 mw — — wy 43> 
— —— e * 


—— 2 
. 


1 N 1 * * LT Ls > - -_ We — — 1 
0 * . > r r — — : 3 
* 5 i — a ——— — — —— —— RR n * N. L 1 - 
n 222 Pe; . e LEM oy ee AT _ TI - RELA FE —— — — — —— 222 3 Dun 22 = 4 - 
_ <4 We 7 — - a , L — 
— 2 R — 
" — — 8 n 2 A as 3 — 3 


5 


* 8 ? - 
2 — he . * F "a Ke ns ne 
POD e Rees, ar — 
3 — 4 _ x —_— 


_ 


— A — 2 
< Moron, 4 
* 


— — 
» 


n n 

©. xm 2 He es pronos mo ef 

> — ——_— — . 
4 — — * — 


= ere ne www ws 12 
. > * 


2 


— — 


i 


t 

75 

| 

1 

1 þ 
+, 
'Y 
2 
1 
1 
1 
Ei 


g 5 — 


9 
* WF 4 
Ia. © 3» 


"= bn” > > 7 
3 3 8 
> > P-gp * 5 

4 — 5 L. 2 r a 

be — 2 y 2 q ot . bs . - py —_ x * 
— - Gs 595812 5 9 * * 2 7 f — 2 * = O97 IF 4 1 8 3 5 - , 4 & — — 
— — — — * — 2 < + — Y n 5 - , * it 4 ; of SIM F bes 73 CIR 6 * © _— —_——— : - * N — — — — _ 2 = LI, 5 i 
7 2 2 2 PR pp G mg 2 An EIT. „ 2 9 MEE — A RISES. 3 — * 

2 — * moins 2 1 - > Fl , . — ** * 
— —— — 2 5 a — . - S 0 +. * py — Pp WS IE >. 2 oy = * 2 * * - * . 
Wt > N re. 2 n rere r n 0 oe a \ q > Fi : — N 
- — —  — — — "I A 8 2 
— 
g 1 — r ö - : 
_m_ C : a : "WE? f ju m——_—_— 4 - 8 n 1 r a 1 
1 © Ar wp — Ge 4 vm * n my EC 49 ct me tos iy 5 ag 2 — — — — — — = ** -- 


OLED ones ai 
21. 


— oi Bhs it, right 


4 

4 

1 
} 

11 
179 
1 
* 

4 
j 
18 

1 

{ 
* 

1 1 
L 

FJ 

+ þ 

- } 

5 * 
1 | 
_ - 
4 
1 


— LIED 


14 — . ̃ vp 
* n 9 WR, pn 
* 


W 


—— 
JO 
* 


108 ] 
And to another hand the honour bring, 


To make ſo rich a preſent to the king; 
# | < = 


My veneration to that man commend, 
I will henceforward be his ſtedfaſt friend, 


Pharoah with caſe which majeſty became, 


Said, Joſeph's merits mark his road to fame; : 


He his inherent virtues muſt alone, 

Own his conductors to th' Egyptian throne, 
Where he in graceful dignity doth ſtand, 
Second in pow'r in Egypt's ſpacious land. 
Your conduct my good captain 1 approve, 
You're firmly fixed in your ſovereign's love ; 
While readily you'd reſtitution make, 
For injuries committed by miſtake; 


My lord high chancellor will, I'm ſure, N 


His gen'rous pardon to your conſcious fair. 


Pity, mild inmate of our hero's breaſt, 
With ſympathy, their ſoft'ning ſway confeſt ; 
And bad the gath'ring pearly drop t' ariſe, | 


Which fill'd i in mercy's ROT: his ſpeaking eyes. 


Mute 


T1 399: 1”. 

Mute eloquence awhile his tongue withholds, 
Whilſt in his arms his maſter he infolds ; 

0 could, he cry'd (when utt'rance found a vent) 
This tutor'd boſom injuries reſent, 


I ſhould but ill requite the care of heav'n, | 


And bounteous favours Iſrael's God hath giv'n * 


Whoſe inſtrument e'en in revenge you ſtood, 
Under his ſov'reign pow'r for diſtant good ; 
Omnipotence ſtill did my thoughts prepare, 
With reſignation all his will to bear; 

His hand appearing in each new diſtreſs, 
Forbade me e'er to wiſh my trials leſs ; 

No murm'ring thought did ever intervene, 
Nor malice interſperſe th' ſfuff*ring ſcene J 
Aſſur'd at his fix'd period he'd command 
Deliv'rance for me by his mighty hand 5 
Make manifeſt my inj'ries, and aſſuage 
The mighty torrent of miſguided rage; 
My hapleſs miſtreſs, till I ceaſe to live, 


[ muſt reſpe&, and from my heart forgive; 
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Be you and her henceforth the care of heav'n, 


And may we there be mutually forgiv'n. 
The modeſt virtues which in Joſeph ſhone 
In bondage till preſerves him near the throne ; 


With patience he adverſity once bore, 


No without pride partakes the regal pow'r 'r; 


/ 


Whence he unenvied his high rank retain'd, 


And univerſal admiration gain'd, 


He pleas'd the-high and humble, low and oreat, 
As one adapted to the reins of ſtate; | 
And all ſubmitted, at the king's deſire, 

To aid, and ſerve him as he ſhould require: ö 
Soon to proclaim him Pharoah gave command, 


His lord high chancellor, ſecond i in the land; 


The firſt reſource to which his thoughts reſort, 
Is to abridge th' expences of the court, 


And their extent in prudent limits bring, 


T' enſure the future welfare of the king; 
That in th” exchequer might enough remain, 
To buy vp all the ſurplus annual grain; 

3 SD Near 


E F 
Near to the city, on a pleaſant mead, 
A plan for ſpacious granaries he laid ; 
The year enſuing Ceres kindly beam'd, 
Whence the whole earth with loaded increaſe teem'd, | 
And near its cloſe he in the royal name, 15 
Did at the granaries a price prolcaim, 
For all the diff'rent corn which could be bought, 
By thoſe in waiting, whenceſoe' er twas brought ; 
Which from all quarters largely was procur'd, 
While th' ſeven plenteous bearing years endur'd: | 
Each place of ſtowage that they could obtain, 
Was overloaded with the purchas'd. grain, 
And held enough, if heav'n had ſo decreed, 
For fourteen years th' Egyptian land to feed ; 
None e'er like him had univerſal fame; 
Throughout the land all ranks rever'd his name z 
They honour'd him, as one divinely giv'n, 
And to preſerve them qualified by heav'n. 
(Elijah diff'rent treatment found indeed, 


When he foretold the dearth to Iſrael's ſeed ; 
They 
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They call'd him troubler, and in wrathful ſtrife, 


' Forc'd him to fly their land to fave his life.) 


Pharoah found daily faithful acts commend 


His country's guardian, and moſt valu'd friend ; 


Beneath the conduct of whoſe guiding hand, 


Proſperity beam'd o'er the ſmiling land; 


Thence wiſh'd to ſoften the important weight, 


And blend with milder cares the load of ſtate ; 


Conſid'ring pomp and grandeur's utmoſt height, 


The ſhade, not ſubſtance, of ſerene delight; 
And what will beſt relax the active mind, 
In kind connubial pleaſures are combin'd ; 
Whence, with ſolicitude and love impreſs'd, 
The grateful king his fav'rite thus addreſs'd E 
Since popular applauſe can't compenſate, 
Nor cluſt'ring honours eaſe the load of ſtate, 
Unleſs the heart ſome ſoft endearment ſhares, 
Which more than recompenſes all its cares : 
My great deſire's to ſee your joys increaſe, 
In the mild bonds of ſweet domeſtic peace; 

| Had 
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Had I a daughter of my own at age, 
And worthy your affections to engage, 


'Twould be the utmoſt pleaſure of my life, 


To make the princeſs my lord chancelor's wife: 


That happineſs withheld from me, I've choſe 
A virgin fairer than the budding roſe, 
High- born and beautiful, to virtue true, 


Excel'd by none, and equal'd but by few; 


Who vice muſt rev'rence, noble minds reſpect, 


And whom the haughtieſt monarch can't reject. 


The bluſhing Hebrew modeſtly reply'd, - 

A fair like this might be a monarch's bride z 
But what debaſement muſt a princeſs ſee, 

In wedding one obſcure and mean as me, 
Who, tho' the royal favour does adorn, 

Am but a ſtranger, abject and forlorn ; 
Pharoah declar'd he muſt this princeſs wed, 


And thought her honour'd by his chanc'lor's bed; 


Whoſe captivated heart in ſecret pin'd, 


For the bright maid who firſt enſlay'd his mind; 
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His 
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1 44 J 
His thoughts each hour recall'd the unknown fair, 
And could admit no ſecond paſſion there. 
Pharoah to Potipherah ſoon apply'd, 
For Aſſenath to be his chanc'lor's bride; 
The rev'rend prince did to his blooming fair, 
With inward glee the royal meſſage bear; 
But O! how great th' doating ſire's ſurprize, 
To hear his lovely maid, with ſtreaming eyes, 
And bended knees implore him to evade, 
The noble overtures the monarch made. 

Let me your kind paternal favour prove, 
Unite me not where I can never love; 
Wedlock is bliſs, or miſery for life, | 
I cannot be the lord high chanc'lor's wife; 

Nor ſhall this duly conſecrated hand, 

E'er break my rev rend father's ſtrict command ; 
Within your manſion let me always dwell, 

Or baniſh me to ſome obſcurer cell; 
Sometimes my father dear with me — 5 


And ſhut me up from all mankind beſide 
But 


CF as Þ 
But fave from ſacrifice my tender bloom, 
And ſhield your child from an untimely tomb. 
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Fair Aſſenath amongſt the crowd did grace 


Sabrina's nuptials at the ſavage chaſe ; 
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The Hebrew's charms her fancy then impreſs'd, 


— 


And form'd a tender paſſion in her breaſt ; 
Where he unrival'd ſtill poſſeſs'd his throne, 
And bound her conſtant heart to him alone; 


Unknowing where he was, ſhe long had mourn'd, 
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While month o'er month their revolutions turn'd of” 

No other man could on her mind intrude, 

Nor had ſhe once the lord high chancellor 
view'd ; 

Although his fame unequal'd all around, 

Through each Egyptian manſion did reſound, 

Prince Potipherah and great Pharoah ſtrove, 

(By every artifice of urgent love) 

Each to incline the heart he wiſh'd ſo well, 

But was too tender either to compel; 
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Let &er th important ſubject was diſmiſs'd, 
Did jointly on one interview infiſt ; 

At the fix'd tirhe, with zealous'duty came, 
I' obedient chancellor and reluctant dame: 
But what aſtoniſhment, what ſweet ſurprize, 
And pleaſing tranſport fill'd their meeting 

eyes, 4 Math | 
ech other found the kiftrdred mind. 
pier whom they bath had ſeparatcly pin'd ! 
Do I (ſaid he) again bchold that face, 


For whom I had renounc'd the female race? 
And are you, then, the Hebrew, my lord, 
For whom I have all other men abhor'd ? 
Thanks to the over-ruling pow?rs above, 3 
My lord I hated, but 1 Joſeph love, 
No higher bliſs my virgin heart can know, 
No greater boon the ſmiling heav'ns beſtow, 
Than thus my conſtant wiſhes to reward 
With my affections' ſole and ſov'reign lord. 
Next 


1 
- Next morn the chanc'lor from her father's hand, 
Recciy'd the fair whilſt pleaſure fll'd the land; 
Beneath each pompous dome did triumph reign, | 
And in the cottage ſung the ruſtic ſwain ; 
All wiſh'd kind heav'n the lives and wealth to ſpare, 
And keep from every ill the happy par. 
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WAS now th' Eternal bade the fruitful rain, 
From Abyflinia's mountains to reſtrain 
Its cheering ſhow'rs, nor let the Nile abound, 
To water and ſupply the countries round, 
| But little grain throughout the earth appears, 
| That not worth reaping, thin and blaſted ears; 
| Th' Egyptians to the governor reſort, : 
To purchaſe food for family ſupport ; 
| In Canaan's land the famine ravag'd ſore, 25 
| Not having laid one prudent ſheaf in ſtore) 
The aged patriarch, whoſe parental breaſt, _ f 
Felt for his offspring, thus his ſons addreſs'd : ; 
| The alwiſe governor of heav'n and earth, ( 
= | From whom all things receive immediate birth ; Y 


2 In 


[wh : 

In judgment of the fins of men complains, 
And juſtly ſtops the firſt and latter rains; 

T hole lofry ſeas which on the air do ride, 
Dare not deſcend to ſwell the lower tide; 

Her parched-jaws the thirſty world expands, 
Harveſt and earing times forſake the lands; 
Tremendous famine fills the earth with woe, _ 
And threats our dwelling with her direful blow; 


Then let's not loiter in the needful hour, 


But uſe the means heaven leaves in Iſrael's pow N 


I'm told that fertile Egypt does abound, 
Whilſt hunger pinches all the countries round ; 
And that the governor's ſo kind and good, 
He's yet refus'd none that's apply'd for food. 
Go inſtantly, my ſons, to ſave the lives 
Of me, yourſelves, your infants, and your wives; 
Take money for proviſions in your hands, 
To ſatisfy the governor's demands, 
(For that's a treaſure of no kind of uſe, _.. 
When daily ſuſtenance it can't produce) 

| Go 
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Go all but Benjamin, ler him remain, 68% 

| | To ſhield my boding heart from conſtant pain; 
L.eͤt, ſeparated from his father's care, 

K might th' untimely fate of Joſeph ſhare ; 
Their fire's commands they readily obey, 

And unto Egypt take their ſpeedy way. 

| Joſeph, amongſt the crouds who came to buy 

Proviſions, thought his brethren might apply p |: 
Thence with his ſteward ſecretly contriv'd, 'd, 
That when thoſe men he had deſcrib'd arrived. 
Not to ſupply them with the corn they ſought, 
Before into his preſence they were brought ; 
On application he defir'd they'd wait 
His lord's return near to the palace gate, 

(Who went that morn an airing with the king) K 
When to their ſuit he would an anſwer bring. | 


As up the chanc'lor's gilded chariot roll'd, 


His purple robes, and curious chain of gold 


' Impreſs'd their minds with reverential awe, 
x For they before ſuch ſplendour never faw. 
8 When 


. $94 J 
When ſummon d in nis preſence they appears 
He ſcarcely can reſtrain the falling tear ; 
Each countenance intenſely he inſpects, 
And every feature quickly recollects; 


Tho' he was eminently meek and kind, 


Their fight brought all his ſuff*rings to his mind ; 


Reverted thought their baſe deſigns renew, 
And bring again the horrid pit ih view ; 
With reverence profound, obedience low, 
Before him in ſubmiſſive awe they bow, 
With faces to the earth, then waitirig ſtand, 


Till he to know their buſineſs might demand ; 


Their humble geſtures and demeanor ſtole, 
Inſenſibly o'er his fraternal foul z 

Whence yearning nature's ſoftneſs to evade, 
He call'd a borrow'd ſternnets to his aid, 


And with his eye on Simeon did demand, 


What bus'neſs brought them to th' Egyptian 


land ? 


R Judah, 


. T N N 14 
? 7 2 . 
1 2 + 
2 * 
— — 
IR 
oy 
"ono „r — N 


ys - 
— 
n 


4. 1+ 


3 pede It — 5 - 
„% TT 


A NE ON oo" — — = \ Q may J 
— So 1 2 2 -1 & — A — — ms p L T 
S 648 need 8 ys ME: TE ox NE EDS — « * ——_— — — —— — * — r A - l Gy 1 r > 8 7 —— Das 
F<. r 2 7 7 N. 9 i gt r! 3 3 £ Fi Ro 
4 E A — — — — A r FC n b > * 2 rm 
—_— . = - N — - 


n 


8 


— 
— 2 — 


Fs 2 
— 


— 


t 122 1 
Judah, appointed ſpeaker for the reſt, 
Said, May it pleaſe my lord, hy famine t. 
| We, at an aged father's Ss ſtrict command, 1 bo 
Are come to purchafe food in Egypt's d a $5 
Which if your excellency's Pleas'd to grant. 
Will fave nne, our wives, and babes 1 


want. 
eee me not, ſaid he, with 1 air, 
Such men as you a noble birth declare . 
Dou ſurely from no common race did ſpring, 
But may be the deſcendants of a king; 
A | | Servants of ſome ſhrewd martial enterprize, 
Come to enſnare us under this diſguiſe ; 
Our ſtate and poſture well to underſtand, 
And ſpy the nakednefs of Egypt's land. 
My lord , the parent of the Jews reply'd, 
No fraud nor treachery did our footſteps guide; 
Strangers to martial arts thy ſervants are, 
From infancy our flocks have been our care. 
No 


„ ; 
No court intrigue within bur know] edge lies, 
Nor have we a capacity for ſpies 24qs&53199 marian 
But ſimple ſhepherds from our early Pouth, 


And by our father led the road of trutb. 074 


In Canaan's land no ſort of Stain is found, 
But here the gifts of Providence abound : ton 44 Þ 
From: thence we came, with money in our . 75 
To pay whate'er my gracious lord demands. 
No, no, ſaid he, my friends, your mien and air, 
Your rank above the ſhepherd train declare: 


Nor does your eloquence, and princely graf 


Suit th' attendants of the bleating race 
You were not fit t' achieve your baſe deſign, - 
Unleſs in black deceit you could combine, 
Par be the guilt from Judah, he reply d, 
With feign'd ſimplicity. deep ſchemes to hides 141 
Your ſervants are ten brethren, ſons of one, 
(In Canaan' 8 land) rever'd and godlike man; 
One brother with our father doth remain, 
And one long ſince has been untimely lain, 
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From infancy our flocks have been our care, 


1 
Our ancient ſire was of aitngvin iſh'd 1 165 


| Abraham, perhaps, my lord, you've heard his name > 
No ſtate concerns were we train'd up to ſhare, 


And ſhepherds likewiſe our forefathers were, 

The governor, with countenance ſevere, | 

And glowing heart, did pleading Judah hear; 

Which ſoft affection's ardent ſway confeſt, : 

And long d to claſp his brethren to his breaſt; 

But firſt reſglv'd he would their zeal and love, 

| Unto his mother's other offspring prove ; 
Thence ſaid, my friends, the doubts poor! logky 

| create, | | 5 

Of treachery, your reaſoning doth abate; 

Traffic in Egypt you may ſtill purſue, 

If I approve you «honeſt men and true; 

My friendſhip likewiſe you may all command, 

And commerce freely in our fertile land: 

By this criterion I'll decide your truth, 

Let one of you go back and fetch the youth, 

gas oe 4 * FR 


| [a 
That other brother, who I underſtand + | 0 
You left behind you in your native land 
If you object to this, or heſitate, | 


As Pharoah lives, you're ſpies upon our ſtate; * 
Come here alone to ſooth us and betray, 


For which deſign your forfeit lives ſhall pay ! 
Judah again ſubmiſſively replies, 19 
Indeed, my lord, we are no treach'rous ſpies; 
But your command with yearning nature ſtrives, 
Deſtruction threats our children and our wives b 
Scarce to ſuffice did bread enough remain, 
With them, till we from Egypt brought our grain; 
If they, by our delay, for want of food, 
Should periſh, we are guilty of their blood ; 
Therefore, if nothing elſe will ſatisfy 
Your excellency, we had better die; 
In this ſtrange land, here yield our parting breath, 
Than ſee aur father's houſe a floor of death: 
Theſe words appear'd the chanc'lor to offend, 
Whoſe waiting guards their lard's commands attend, 
| By 


T 106 1 
: By whom they were immediately convey'd,” 30/2: 


And three whole days and nights in priſon laid. 
When call'd again before him they appear, 
His fix d determination thus to hear: 
During the time you in the priſon lay, 5 

I have conſider'd your late urgent plee:: 
Old age and infancy alike demand. 
Support .and-ſuecour from the able hand Wl 2351 
Nor would I wiſh the ſofter ſex t' oppreſs, 40% 


3 With meagre famine, and ſevere Mikes 
* I fear that potent God, whoſe open hand, 
| With plenty fills our highly ſavour'd land? 


| | „ EE . * i 8 
| | Tho' great in pow'r, I his commands obey, . 
| And own humanity's ſubjecting ſway ; 


Let one of you an hoſtage here remain, 
The reſt return to Canaan's land . 


Uato your families and aged ſire, 


With wharſoc'er proviſions you require; 
Thence bring your other brother down, the youth, 


When next you come, to manifeſt the truth _ 
8 | | of 


[- az} 
Of what you ſpeak; then will RG ceaſe, 


And you ſhall all £0 up again in peace; 
But if you fail, him 1 detain to- day , 47 
For e unfaithfulneſs his life ſhall pay. 

Judah cry'd, how doth one curſed fi in, 
Let an eternal train of evils in! 
One ſtep from right, that anchor'of * gau 
Bids the wide billows of deſtruction roll; 


Which blow our hopes and confidence away, 


Like barks adrift on the tempeſtuous ſea, 


By waom, nor here nor there's an harbour found, 
Whilſt rocks and quickſands every where ſurround; 


Onan and Er fall'n victims to this hand 

Of blood, heav'n now another doth demand, 
In juſt revenge for righteous Joſeph's death ; 
And who knows which mult next reſign. his breath? 
Heav'n's rage purſues us, who its laws withſtood, 
And tinctures every providence with blood ; 
Our God beheld our brother's cauſcleſs pain, 


And leaves us now to ſupplicate in vain; _ 


} 


Becauſe 
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Becauſe the'dnguiſh of his ſoul we fun,, 

And would to him no tender mercy ſhew. 
Did not I try, ſaid Reuben, to beguile 5 

You from a deed ſo barbarous and vile ? 

And by each argument eſſay'd t' obtain 

Compaſſion for the guiltlefs child in vain ? 

Nor could my vigilance elude your ſnare, 

To ſeparate him from his father's care ; 

But that kind Providence which till attends, 

And from deſtruction innocence defends, 

Has to ſome home more hoſpitable led 

(Where peace and pleaſure crown his virtuous head) 

The injur'd boy, while we are juſtly driven, 

To ſeek our bread beneath the frowns of heav'n. 
The once intrepid Simeon, now impreſs'd 


With deep remorſe, ſmote his tormented breaſt ; 


The bloody coat he to his father bore, 
His retroſpective ſoul in ſunder tore; 
Whilſt Joſeph's rending ſighs, and flowing tears, 
O'erwhelm his heart, and thunder in his ears; 
He 


** 


ay > 
He own'd his guilt more eminent than theirs, 
Being more obdurate to his brother's pray'rs ; 


And beg'd from heav'n that penitence in time, 
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Proportion'd to the greatneſs of his crime. 


As ſoon as his interpreter withdrew, 
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Thus they confer'd, nor thought the chanc' lor knew 
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Their converſe, who with difficulty ſtrove, 


RP 


'Gainſt the full tide of ſympathetic love; 

Which all ſubduing nature call d t ariſe, 

In ſwelling floods unto his manly eyes, 

Whence he withdrew, and to his chamber went, 

To give the latent plealing anguiſh vent; 

Then to the hall returning, more at large, 

He commun'd with them, and renew'd his charge 

To let him ſee their father's fav'rite youth, 

(Tow'rds whom he meant to prove their zeal and 

Selecting Simeon priſoner to remain, [ truth ) 

Whilſt into Canaan they convey'd their grain. 
Next-moeni ng 5 ſun On their departure roſe, 

Each boſom with contending paſſions glows; 

4 i 8 15 Parental 


| FT 130 1 
| Parental ſpeed the tedious way beguil'd, 


Towards the liſpi [ping babe and playful child ; 
Taſting in hope the bliſs when ſafe from <A 
Each father claſp'd his darlings in his arms, 

And brought his prattlers and engaging wife, 
The means wiſe heaven ordains the prop of life; 
Their thoughts recoiling now on Jacob run, 8 
What he muſt feel to loſe another ſon; 

Or at the governor's expreſs command, | 
Send his laſt fav'rite down to Egypt's land; 
Tho' for a ſeaſon with the youth to part, 
They fear'd too potent for his aged heart, 
g And jointly curs'd the houf they did divide 
|# _ His long mourn'd Joſeph from his feeble ſide. 


0 FE: To helfr reflections bolder fears fucceed, 

= When, as they ſtop'd their burthen'd beaſts to feed, 

—_ They did in their reſpective ſacks behold, 
Ins weight anq᷑ tale, their undiminiſh'd gold. 


ö Each knew he from intended fraud was clear, 
. ee acknowledg'd heav'n's own hand was here; 


1 

Which to the lord of Egypt gave the rein, 

Permitting him, by treachery, to detain _ 

T hem. ſlaves and bondſmen to their lateſt breath, 

In juſt revenge for righteous Joſeph's death : 

Sleep from their eyes withdrew, -and tranquil 
reſt | | 

That night ne'er deign'd to ſooth one troubled 
breaſt ; | 

Unto their journey's end guilt arm'd their fears, 

And rung purſuersꝰ voices in their ears; 

Whilſt Fan ſoul, array'd i in native e white, 

Poſſeſs'd internal peace and calm delight; 3 

He'd ſecret orders to his fremand given, 

That, as a treaſure from the hand of heaven, 

Each man' 8 full money in his ſack to lay, 1 

With friendſhip thus their malice to repay. | 

Th' expecting patriarch at a diftance ſaw _, 


His ſons returning heavily and flow; 
With joy he cry'd, My children ſafe are come, 


With plenty laden for their babes at home: 
| e 8 2 ' "man 


But where is Simeon? ſure ill fate's at hand, 
And doth —— 0 
Which if divinely miſfion'd to annoy 
The branches, will the ancient root wy; 
The brethten favnd it needful to declare 
The truth unto their ſinking father's ear; | 
That Simeon bound in Egypt did remain, 
And Benjamin his freedom muſt obtain. | 
O! faid the holy man, with woe wrung heart, 
What made you to the governor impart 
The ſtory of your houſe? of what avail, 
To ſuch a man, was Iſrael's hapleſs tale? 
Perhaps his highneſs never felt che ſmart, 
That fends a darling from a parent's heart; 
Nor would he ſto6p, with curious eye, to view 
Whate' er concerns fuck humble men as you; 
Much leſs defcend ditectly to enquire, | 
Had'you a brother, bt an aged fire ? 
 _ Unleſs thy fons, by forme incautious word, 
| "= 92 7 1 the d doubts of e 8 ruling lord; 
Nought 


+ WI 
Nought but to probe the ſeed of Abrahams truth, 
Made him command you to produce the youth; 


Why did you brace on me this tow'ring woe? 
I can't conſent my Benjamin ſhould go? 
On your account I muſt my Joſeph mourn, 85 
2 ill this frail frame to native duſt return; 
In mercy from this added evil ſave 

Me, tott' ring on the margin of the grave; 
And only want this laſt deciſive blow, 5 
To lay my hoary head in ſorrow low. 
Go down for food, and humbly on your knee, 
Entreat the man my God will aid your plea 1 
Tell him my caſe, twould turn a ſavage, mild; 
How numerous my fears, how dear my child; 
How good his brother was, tho” doom'd to bleed, 
And if he follows, I'm hereav'd indeed! 

Reuben, impreſs d with filial reverend zeal, 
Did every pang of Jacob's boſom feel, 
And beg'd reſpectfully he'd not impute 
Debaſement, lower than the abject brute, 
| Unta 


r 


To Egypt, for proviſions for your uſe; 
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ö Unto hie ſons, whoſe duteous ſouls muſt melt, 


Beneath each grief ſo kind a father felt; 
Shewing that mere neceſſity alone 


In Egypt made their ſituations known; 


And to the chanc'lor caus'd to be reveal'd, 


What the good patriarch wiſh'd they had conceal'd ; 


But faid that in the governor combin'd, 


| Something ſo amiable, attractive; kind. 


As muſt reſpect, and confidence command, 
Nor could he fear his life in ſuch an hand; 

Off” ring, that if the patriarch would comply, 
To ſend the youth beneath his watchful eye, 


His own two ſons as pledges ſhould remain, 


And if aught hurt him, they ſhould both be ſlain. 


Reuben, thou'rt reas ning in a ſimple ſtile, 


Could offsprings ſacrificd my woes beguile, 


My grandſons' ſtreams would but augment the flood, 


And ſwell the boiling tide of kindred blood. 


LR 


Again return, e' er famine ills produce, 


Your 
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Your families from ſcarcity defend, 


But Benjamin, my ſons, I cannot ſend : 

Judah reply'd, Why ſhould our fire command 

The ſword to pierce us in a foreign land? 

Better thro hunger to reſign our lives, 

Amongſt our children and þeloyed wives. 

The governor, upon his word of truth, 

Declar'd if we came down without the Wel 

Our brother, he as ſpies would deem our race, 

And we ſhould never more behold his face : 

Reflect, we're all your ſons, Simeon remains 

(With life at ſtake) a priſoner in chains; 50 

Let not one child engroſs your ey'ry care, 

And none beſide paternal favour ſhare ; 

Pale famine faces us, our babes and wives, 
Your Benjamin alone can ſave our lives; | 
Truſt ki with me, my venerable ſire, 

And at my hand again the lad require : 

By two ſtrong motives on this point I'm preg, 


Our promiſe, and the governor 's requeſt, | 
Whoſe 


* n 


bt 28 1 


5 Whoſe favours. (if he prove us meet to 1) 1 
Will be an honour worthy Ifrael's care; | 


No e ſure, thy Benjamin can threat, 
From one ſo good, ſo popular and great; 


Whoſe cloſe enquiries, when ſo nobly made, 


Would have been ſacrilegious to evade; 


High on a throne of might, o'er all domains, 


The god of Canaan, and of Bethel reigns, 


Preſiding ev'ry where, and canſt thou fear, 


To truſt thy child to his protecting care ? 
Judah, the penſive patriarch reply'd, 


The boy himſelf the conteſt muſt decide 3 

| Your ſolid arguments I can't withſtand, 

I not oppoſe them, nor can 1 command: 

And are you willing „Benjamin, to bear 

The great fatigue, and various hardſhips ſhare, 


Of ſuch a journey, where much toil appears, 


To which I'd not expoſe your tender years; 


Unleſs t oblige your brethren you're inclin'd, 


Be free, my Benjamin, and ſpeak your mind. 


If 


10 
If venerable Iſrael's favour'd ſon, 


His brethren's dangers meanly ſtrove to ſhun, 


He would but ill deſerve that bread toſhate, 
Which they procure thro? hardſhip, toil, and care; 


To go with them my very ſoul defires, 
This fam'd lord governor my boſom: fires, / | . 


With friendſhip's flame; I feel a ſomething more 


For him; than cer I felt for man before; 
Laſt night I dream'd ] in his preſence ſtood, 
How godlike he appear'd, how great, how YG! oF 
So eminently mild were his commands, 
I cannot fear an evil from his hands. 

Well, go, my ſons, the groaning ſire reply'd, 


And may th' eternal king your footſteps guide; 


Look down, my God, from thy tranſcendent height, 


And give them favour in this great man's ſight ; 
Subdue his heart with thy impulſive ſway, 
Nor give him pow'r my children to betray ; 
Remember, tis my poſitive command, 


My ſons, take double money in your hand, 


3 And 
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And to the ſteward reſtitution make, 


For that laſt time return'd you by miſtake 3; 


Perhaps it may his excellency pleaſe, | 


| (As preſents oftentimes do wrath appeaſe) 7 


Take myrrh, and balm, and ſpices in your hand, 
: Unto the governor of Egypt's land; 


With nuts and almonds, for his lordſhip's uſe, 
The beſt the land of Canaan doth produce. 
The ſons departed, Iſrael pour'd his moan, 


And ſupplications at the eternal throne; +» 


His ardent ſuit Jehovah deign'd to 1 45 

And in a viſion of the night appear, 

Saying, Jacob, what thine eyes behold declare; ; 
He ſaid an almond tree, exceeding fair; root, 


The trunk both ſmooth and ſtrong, from whoſe firm 
Twelve ample boughs, in beauteous order ſhoot; 


The countleſs ſpreading branches ſubdivide, ; 


Which bend with loads of fruit on ev'ry ſide. 


The vifion anſwer'd, Well thou'ſt ſeen, the tree, 


So beautiful and fair's a type of thee ; 


From 


| L agg ] 
From whom twelve HOVGDS: are ſprung, which ſhall 


ON 


convey, 
Countleſs as ſands (the 1 of ms BY 
Their ſced to future ages down; whole birth 
Shall bleſs all nations of the peopled earth; 
'Tho' from the native ſtem one branch ſeems 
loſt, | 
Eternal purpoſes can ne'er be croſs'd; 


For know, what wiſdom infinite has will'd, 


By pow'r almighty ſhall be all fulfil'd; . 
Anxiety for Benjamin forbear, 7 
Thy God will make his ſafe return his care, 7 
The viſion left him, and his boſom glow'd, 
As when at Peniel he prevail'd with God. 

Arriv'd in Egypt; Iſrael's ſons ſoon gain'd - 
Admittance to the governor, who feign'd 
Some buſineſs to witlidraw, and leave them ſoon, 
Bidding them wait till he return d at noon 7 | 
But left directions, as eee word, 


Their! brother ſhould be inſtantly reſtor'd 
2 This 


. 1 
This noble action and his conduct kinßd. 
Awhile dif] pel'd diſtruſt from every mind, FP 
This interval the brethren ſtraight embrace, 
And to the ſteward thus unfold their caſe pb. 
We labour vn der difficulties great, 
And muſt your influence with tny lord intreat; 
Famine's wide ravage only did demand 
Our journey to his excellency's land; 
No ſpies (his ſervants) come the ſtate to view, 
But, as he'll prove us, “ honeſt men and true;“ 
For the proviſions you, my lord, we paid, 
But of th' event are equally afraid 7 
Left your high Jord our principles diſtruſt, 
(W hoſe every wiſh is to be ſtrictly juſt) 
Great, fir, was our ſurprize, when on the way, 
In each ſack's mouth we found our money lay ; 
Which here we ve brought, and make our earneſt ſuie 
| You'll not to us the overſight i impute ; 3 


We've alſo a ſmall preſent for my lord, 


„ <a 


Which 


| 


Which to his hands we beg you will prefent, 
And let him know our ancient father ſent. 
Your preſent for my lord I'll freely take, 


And in your names the grateful off ring make; 
But being paid full value for your grain, 


I can't receive your tender'd gold again; 


So fraudulent an action would in me, 


Be baſe and impious to the laſt degree; 

Since by the God you ſerve this boon is giv * 
Reward of duty from the ſtores of heav'n; 
Compole yourſelves, no evil can accrue, | 
To men diftinguiſh'd by my lord like you; 
Who, tho' his bounty unto all extends, 


Treats you peculiarly as boſom friends; 


At noon with him you'l at his palace ſhare 
| Egypt's beſt vintage wines, and daintieft fare, 


Having (to entertain you at his board) | 


Order'd the prime his flocks and herds afford. 


Simeon releas'd, the ſteward ftraight withdrew, 
And gave them time their converſe to renew ; 
One 
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One ſaid, thoſe favours. on 5 chane'lor 8 4. 
He fear'd a bait to tempt them to confide; 
For with ſo great a man for them to dine, 


Conceal d ſome deep, malignant, baſe deſign; 
Another, as he could not prove them ſpies, | 
He'd make them flaves by treach'ry and ſurprize; 
A third confeſs d the invitation ſtrange, 
And fear'd ſome miſchief from the wondrous change. 
Young Benjamin, from guilt's keen angui iſh/clear, 
Declar'd he could no ambuſh'd evil far; 
And beg'd of Simeon candidly to ſay, 
(Who better knew th” Egyptian lord than _ 
If he ſuppos'd a ſubtile treach'rous plan Gels 
Could be devis'd. by: ſuch a Godlike man? 

My brother, Simeon anſwer'd, I confeſs 
The governor's deſign I cannot gueſs; 
To me, indeed, the revolution's ſtrange, 
My priſon for a palace to exchange, 
And with the ſecond in the empire _ 
It is a myſtery L can't divine: 

But 


( 43 J 
But yet my treatment always has been kind, 


And fare ſuperb, altho I was confin dd! 
Often my lord himſelf would condeſcenld. 
To viſit me as if I was his frien j 
And frequent opportunities embrace, | 
To talk of Abraham's diſtinguiſh'd race; 
Though an Egyptian, by the voice of fame, 1 
He ſeems no ſtranger to our father's name; 1 
He more than ads Wel me to relate 
The circumſtance of Joſeph's hapleſs fate: 
When, as I've mention'd Iſrael's rending woe, 
And griefs his hoary age did undergo, 
The ſympathetic figh would ftill ariſe, | 
And tears humane ſteal from his pitying eyes; we 
Treach'ry and guile I think can never find ; 
Harbour in ſo benevolent a mind. 

Unto the palace hall they now adjourn, 
To meet the governor at his return 25 
Who kindly of their welfare does enquire, 


And how they found, and left their ancient ſire. 
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Is this, he ſaid, e youth of whom be 
That Ifracl doats on for his Joſeph' s ſake? 

His years and ſorrows doth m ſoul engage; 
Heav'n bleſs the darling of his hoary age: Ali o 


— 


May'ſt thou again fore him with joy appear, 

And he ne'er mourn the day he ſent thee here. 

Fraternal love its binding ſway confeſs d, 

With pow'rful impulſe in our hero's breaſt; 
Whoſe tender feelings, exquilitely HE; Rel 

Again impel'd | him to retire and wee. 
When he'd compos'd his mind by. <A teats, 

Arrang'd | in order of their diff rent years, 

His brethren ſeated, his pleas'd eyes ſurvey, Cer 

Whence chearful converſe gilds the feſtive day, 

Whereon the ſumptuous table did abound, OO 

And ſocial goblet circulated.round ; | - -: - 

Tho' kind to all, his chief attention run, 
5 | Tow'rd his mother Rachel's other ſon; 


To whom, his ſpecial fayour to commend, 


He does a more luxuriant portion ſend; 
87 = 5 When 


Dig] 
When melee from his hand th' attendant bears} 
His is more rich, more plentiful than theirs. 


To put their firm attachment to the teſt; 

Joſeph contriv'd that brother to arreſt, 

Who him ſucceeded in his father's care, 

If they'd his fate, or good or evil, ſhare; 

Thence bid his ſteward amply to reſtore | 

Each man his money as he'd done before, 

And put (then ſtraight purſue and bring them back) 
His ſilver cup into the younger s ſack ; 

In you alone, he Gd, I do confide, | 

Theſe Hebrews yet J have not fully try d. 


Not far from Memphis they with wonder view'd 


Themſelves by a large armed troop purſu'd; 

| Unconſcious of a crime, 1t Stade cham pauſe, 
And ſtop their cattle to enquire the cauſe; 
The ſteward ſaid, is this your kind reward, 
For all the favours of my gen'rous lord? 


Was” t not enough for ſuch as you to dine 


With him, but his own cup, by which he does divine; 
U = Meanly 
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| Mean to teal; as you have done. to- da, 


th And give us cauſe t arreſt you on your way ? : 

 Aſtoniſh'd Judah, at the ſteward gaz'd; * 

My lord I'm pain'd, and equally amaz d, 

The woverbor's capacious noble ſoul, | 

Should ever tax us with a crime ſo foul ; 

Ana fo mean, ſo infamous and baſe; 

Was ne'er before alledg'd to Ifrael's race: 
Search, ſir; the man on whom the cup is found, 
Shall die, and we'll your ſlaves be ever bound. 
N o, ſaid the ſteward; he alone ſhall be | 

A flave, and all the feſt entirely free; 
Guilt only meets infliction from my lord, 

Who does each upright honeſt man reward. 
He with the eldeſt then bis ſearch begun, 

And from the ſack of IIrael's youngeſt ſon, 

His Benjamin, unto their great ſurprize, 

Held up the cup to the ſpeCtators' eyes. 

They rent their garments in defpair, and cry'd, 

* They'd not themſclves from Benjamin divide; 


1 e But 
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But to th* Egyptian lord attend his flave, 
And'on their bended knees his mercy crave; 
Proſtrate on earth before him they appear, 5 
When Judah humbly thus addreſs'd his ear: 
Alas, my lord, a vain would be th' attempt, 
Ourſelves from this impeachment to exempt ; 
The cup on us was found; how it came there, 


The God of governors alone muſt clear; 


With this he will not charge us, though his hand, 


Juſtly enſlaves us in a foreign land. 
| Aged and honourable ſire, farewell! 
As do thy virtues, ſo thy woes excel; 

Thy days of mourning ſhortly will be o'er, 
For thou muſt now behold thy ſons 10 more; 
Joſeph is not, that darling of thy heart, 
And Benjamin (another poignant dart ) 

Is under ſentence in a foreign ſtate, 

Nor will thy other ſons ſurvive his fate. 
Sweet infants, and beloved wives, adieu, 


No more we haſte to happineſs and you: 


3 1. 
0, injur 4 Joſeph! ! blood ne'er louder ctyd, 
T han thine, for vengeance on fell fratricide z 
- T he heav' ns enrag'd, in juſt vindictive 1 ire, 
(The 1 race of J acob ſacrificd tequire; . 
But Benjamin i is innocent, and why 
Muſt he for crimes of guilty brethren die? 
Delay not, gracious governor, our _—_ 
We are prepar d for ſlavery or the tomb. 
My friends, the governor reply'd, obſerve, 
The God your father truſts, L daily ſerve; 
Wichin the limits of his laws abide, | 
My rule and pow'r by thoſe directions guide, 
Which puniſhment enjoins for bold offence, | 


| But dare I interfere with 1 innocence p 

Him whom the cup was Ton on I detain, 
The reſt are free, he muſt i in bonds remain; 
And you may, for your family” s ſupport, 
Henceforth with freedom to our realm reſort. 
0 Judah cry'd, my lord, we dare not go, 


T' increaſe our venerable father's woe; 


With 


is 149 AF; : 
With what nike bord'ring on Anh; 5 

Did he commit his darling to our care? 

And earneſtly: intreat his ſons to fave 

His hoary head from ſorrow and the grave; 

Declaring Joſeph's early, hapleſs death, e 

He muſt bewail, e' en with his lateſt breath; 

And if to that his Benjamin's ſucceed, 

Of every comfort he's bereav'd indeed! 

Bound to our father for the lad's return, 

We'll all partake his ſlavery or urn; 

Perhaps my lord has got an aged ſire, 

Who may with ſympathy his ſoul inſpire; 
And for that venerable father's ſake, 

Spare the young life he has the pow'r to take. 
Let next your honourable ſons proceed, 

And pow'rful nature's cauſe with ardour plead; 

Whoſe moſt triumphant, and moſt ſacred flame, 
| Is kindled at a father's tender name; 

Which the Moſt High has choſen to beſtow 


Diſtinction on his fav'rite work below; 
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5 1 He amply will the clemency werd 


To Iſrael mewn by Egypt's gracious lord. 
Place me, my lord, in Iſrael's darling's ſtead, 
To fave his life I will with pleaſure bleed ; 
Or be your ſlave, both are alike to me, 

I will be bound, let Benjamin go free; 
Amongſt his brethren, let him hence depart, 
To chear his father's languid ſinking heart. 
Joſeph now ſtrove again, but ſtrove in vain ; 
Nature's impetuous torrent to reſtrain; 

To his attendants round he ſaid, Let all, 
Except theſe men (at preſent) quit the hall; 
Then on his younger brother's breaſt he bow'd 


His head, embrac'd his neck, and“ wept aloud ; wn 


And whilſt he did his Benjamin enfold, 


EY Cry'd, I'm that Joſeph, whom my brethren ſold ; 


| Aſtoniſhment on all th' aſſembly hung, 


And guilt and fear bound every trembling tongue; 


Whilſt he with open arms bid them draw near, 


In confidence, and baniſh every fear; 
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That howſoe'er malicious their deſign, 
"T was overruPd for good by power divine; ; 


Your agency had ſtrict commiſſion giv'n, . | 


By warrant ſeal'd and ratified in heav'n ; 
To raiſe me up in Egypt now to bleſs, 
And (avi your lives in general diſtreſs; - | | 

Een at the time you ſold me for a ſlave, W | | 


You us'd the pow'r my heav'nly father gave, 


Whoſe conſtant preſence chear'd me every day, | 


Advanc'd me here, and led me on my way ; 


ee re en "Ts 


As you were means in his almighty hand, 
Of all my glory in th' Egyptian land; 
Let's in oblivion cancel all that's paſt, | | w 
And hold the bond of perfect friendſhip faſt. 


Two years the famine now has ravag'd wide, 


And ſcatter'd fear and dread on every ſide ; 


Five more in horrid pomp will ſtill ſucceed, | 


Prohibiting ſupplies the earth to feed; 12 5 Ul 
Diſtinguiſh'd Iſrael, and his favour'd race, 
Are ſhelter'd by the God of Abra'm's grace N 

| | And 
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And here conducted by his ruling bands 
= To reap the fruits of Egypr's fertile land 3 
| Haſte ye, and to my aged father; s ear, 


Declare my glory, power, and ſplendour here; 
Say that as Pharoah's ſelf I now command, 


And rule, and bear the ſway in Egypt's Jens * 
Tell all the wonders Iſrael's God hath done, 

' Unto his Joſeph, his long baniſh' d ſon; $i 
Haſte ye to Canaan ſpeedily, and bring 5 


ay * * * 
| 
* — . rt OD * 
33 


My father under my Protecting wing; 

= Your wives, your flocks, your herds, and infants 
vn. vi kindly nouriſh and ſupport you all; [ſmall 
| B ©  Pharoah bid Joſeph Goſhen's land prepare, | 
To place his father, friends, and ian there ; 
And that no cenſure might his acts attend, 

From him the royal inſtallation ſend ; 

With each accommodation from his ſtores, 77 
Saying, © the good of all the land is your's ;” 
Send waggons, and proviſions for the way, 

With raiment ſuitable, make no delay, 

| LE” 5 To 
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To bring the venerable patriarch down; 
Under protection of th' Egyptian'erown's © 
To the kind monarch's order he adher'd; ' © 
But Benjamin was ſtill in love prefer d 
With his array not one of their's could viez 9 
Of fineſt fabrick; and moſt beauteous diem: 
With a large ſum, to manifeſt the part, 
This brother held in his fraternal heart. 

He ſaid, when they departed, Pray, with care, 
Ot wrangling and contention hence beware; 
The houſe of Jacob's honour to maintain, 
Let peace and harmony for ever reign. 

The patriarch's heart, with joy elated high, 
When he beheld his children all draw nigh. | 
O thou ſupreme ! with heav'nly gifts reward 
This gracious act of th' Egyptian lord; 

As Abraham's ſeed; diſtinguiſh all his race, 
Who hath return'd my ſons to my embrace 3 
Thou governor of governors and kings, 

Take him beneath thine overſhadowing wings; 
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May fame and glory here for him combine, pn 


And in thy realms, a crown of bliſs divine. 


Prophetic patriarch, thou haſt bleſs'd indeed, 


The moſt illuſtrious branch of Abraham's ſeed . 4 


Into thy boſom is thy prayer return'd ; 
He is thy Joſeph, whom thou lopg haſt mourn'd, 


Who next the king in eminence doth ſtand, 


Fam'd lord high chancellor of Egypt's land. 
Judah, he ſaid, I can't admit a thought, 


My Joſeph lives; was not at Mamre brought | 


Unto my hands, the coat. my darling wore, 


Beſmear'd with blood, and in ſmall pieces tore? 


The bliſs on earth for me doth not remain, 


T* embrace my long regretted child again. 
Father, ſaid Simeon, ſince it-muſt be told, 


; I will the diabolic ſcene unfold ; 


So black, ſo baſe. ſo criminal a 8 
You'd ne'er ſuſpect from your difinguiſh'd ed; 
His dreams (the prelude to his preſent ſtate) 


Excited in us envy, rage, and hate; | 
2 Reuben 


E 
Reuben alone the horrid act oppos'd, 


Or we in wrath his harmleſs life had clos'd; 


— 


A ſlave to Midianitiſh merchants bound, 

By cruel brethren, he a guardian found, 

In Egypt's monarch, where in ſtate and power 
He rules and governs to the preſent hour; 
And ſends us to invite you to his arms, 

From the wide ſpread of famine's dread alarms; ; 
To all he's noble preſents made, but your's 
Are aſſes laden with the choiceſt ſtores, 


From Egypt's treaſuries, by the king's command, 


Who kindly bids you down to Goſhen's land. 
That Joſeph lives, my languid ſpirit chears; 
To me his gründeur with no charm appears, 
I'll ſee him &er the lamp of nature ceaſe, 
Then cloſe my wenn eyes, and ſleep in peace; 
Soon let's depart, my glaſs being almoſt run, 
Leſt death prevent e'er I embrace my ſon, 

Arriv'd at Goſhen, Joſept's gilded car, 
Iſrael's extended eye diſcern'd from far: 
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on He comes, he ery'd, my dear, my long loſt boy, 9 8 
rt beats high with anxious joy. 


My flutt' ring hes 
Joſeph arriy'd-with a large train, to bring To 
His father to the preſence of the king; 


But what a ſcene to fancy now appears; 


What interchanging ſighs, what blended tears | | 


In ſpeaking eloquence from nature fail, 
(Energic language of the glowing ſoul) 
And in reciprocal endearments run, 
From the fond father, and adoring ſon. 
Do 1, ſaid Jacob, then, again enfald, 
And to my breaſt my much loy'd Jaſeph hold? 


Haſte, friendly death, cer new diſtreſs alarms, 


And let me breathe my laſt in thoſe dear arms. 
Long may my father live, the ſon reply'd, - 

And nought but death again our fates divide "of 

For the ſupporting ſtaff, and chaſt' ning rod, 

Alike I'll praiſe my pious father's God; 

Who led me here, to raiſe me up to feed, 

And from deſtruction ſave the choſen ſeed, 


4 


In 


1 


Ii Joſeph's chariot, at the king's. deſixe, 

To court he brought his venerable ſire; 

The monarch gaz d with reverential awe, 5 
Saying, ſuch a farm before I never ſaw; 
Therefore entreat you often will reſort, 
To grace and dignify.th' Egyptian court; 
Your countenance my homage doth engage, 
Reſpe&tully I would enquire your age, | 
He ſaid, when I my pilgrimage review. 


The days thereof ſeem evil, and but few ; 1 


Though in ſucceſſive order there appears 

A num'rous train of more than ſix-ſcore years z 

Yet (bow'd by early woes) I've not attain'd 

Near to the age my great forefathers gain'd. 

May heav' n preſerve King Pharoah's pow'r and 
wealth, 

Prolong his days, and give him ſtrength and _— 

His royal kindneſs to my Joſeph ſhewn, 


Reward, my God, from thine abundant throne, 
In 


| "Tay. 

| In Goſhen? s land the Iſraelites were e plac'd, | 

And with diſtinction by the monarch grac'd 3 

| To celebrate the day all ranks unite, 

In gen'ral demonſtrations of delight; 

Their dutiful affection to atteſt, 

Tow'rds him for whom uy e their _—_ 
dleſt; 

Whoſe fame did with each circling year Increaſe, 

External honours, and ſweet conſcious peace; 

Which ſtill attends, and are alike combin'd, 

To crown each genuine filial, virtuous mind, 

When firſt embark'd on life's deluſive main, 

Who would the haven of true pleaſures gain; 

Reach the kind harbour of pure tranquil reft, 

And here, and ever be ſupremely bleſt; 

The gifts of earth, and joys oi heav'n explore, 

Truſt Iſrael's God, he'll guard you to the ſhore, 
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